
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ndola, Zambia 

  

Wow!  I don’t usually get excited about gifts when 

it comes to Christmas, but this last week has 

brought out the Santa Claus in me.  Sponsors have 

done an incredible job of getting gifts to us on 

time!  Gifts that are packed with creativity, 

encouraging words, and lovely pictures that will 

spread the love of Jesus to the 89 children at 

Haven of Hope.  THANK YOU!  Thank you for 

giving, thank you making the time, thank you for 

spending the money, thank you for sharing your 

life, thank you for saving lives!  Your giving makes 

you look more like the one whose birthday we 

celebrate each Christmas. 

 

As I write this letter it is only three days until my 

wife and I start the journey to the Washington 

Dulles airport for the long journey to Ndola, 

Zambia.  We’ll be loaded with 8 large suitcases full 

of gifts and the anticipation of all that God has in 

store for our journey.  We hope to return with 

lots of pictures of the children receiving the gifts. 

 

After three short days at Haven of Hope Schools 

in Ndola we head to Cape Town, South Africa for 

the second half of our journey.  In Cape Town we 

will study the ministry of Living Hope. Living Hope 

won the Courageous Leadership Award in 2007.  

They currently have 180 people on staff serving 

those affected and infected by the AIDS 

Pandemic.  You can learn more about their 

ministry at the following web site.  

http://www.livinghopeusa.org/.   

Our goal is to learn transferable principles that 

will help us be more effective at reaching the long 

term goals of Haven of Hope.   Your prayers for 

the success of this trip are much appreciated. 

Haven of Hope 

 

You should have received an email invitation by 

now to join us on the June 2010 Hope Trip.  It’s a 

great opportunity for you to meet the children you 

sponsor and impact the community of Ndola, 

Zambia.  I hope you choose to be part of the team.  

 

One last thing, as we continue to search for 

sponsors for the children at Haven of Hope #2, you 

can help us save more lives by sharing sponsorship 

opportunities with family, friends, and at the office.  

Please contact us if you would like brochures, 

profiles, or other information.  Thanks for loving 

the kids! 

 

Vince 
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Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, and serving 
the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 

 
� Check out our new website!  Currently under 

construction but soon to be completed! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 

 
� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be 

traveling to the US to spend some time talking 

about Haven of Hope Ministries.  We will be 

holding a fundraising dinner event during their 

time here -- more details to come! 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- Join us on the next travel 

team in June -- see page 4 for more details. 
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End of Year from John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

Dear Sponsors and friends, 
 

As we close out 2009 we want to thank you for your 

faithfulness to this ministry; a commitment that is 

clear through your financial support. 

 

We prepare for 2010 with anticipation, knowing that 

God has a plan for this ministry to continue touching 

lives with the hope of Christ; to continue changing 

hearts and to continue saving lives  and educating 

the children in the process. 

 

We are together in a powerful endeavour 

Ours is a great calling, as you well know.  In today’s 

political and social climate, defending the lives of 

children with love and conviction is, quite honestly, 

difficult.  But we are in this together.  God has placed 

in this moment not to decry this calling as a burden, 

but to take it on as a clarion challenge of our 

generation – and to succeed in truly turning our 

culture toward life. 

 

So, despite the odds, our plan is to continue moving 

forward as a ministry.  We’re reminded that we 

always advance with wisdom; yet when it comes to 

matters of life, there is no room for retreat. 

 

Launching Haven of Hope into the New Year 

Of course at year–end, your special gift will give us a 

significant boost as we close out the year and set our 

course for 2010. If this is possible for you, we would 

appreciate your remembering Haven of Hope.  If you 

are giving monthly, perhaps you will consider a “13
th

 

gift” at this time, matching your regular investments 

in this ministry with an extra gift.  Every Gift is 

appreciated and every gift makes a difference. 

 

I also want to thank those of you who have taken a 

moment to learn about Haven of Hope and about 

ways that they can make a life-giving difference in 

our community throughout the New Year to come. 

                                                                                                       
 

With Christmas upon us, there is so much to be 

thankful for.  We are thankful for you and your 

heart for this ministry.  It is, to be sure, an 

encouragement. 

 

Thank you for taking the moment to read this 

letter. I want you to know that your gift is truly 

touching hearts, saving lives – and in our corner of 

the world – creating a culture of knowledge and life 

in Zambia. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John A. Banda                                                                    

Program Director                                                                                                           

 

 

Spotlight on our Teachers 
 

Our teachers are a very important part of this 

ministry.  Without them, we would have no one to 

educate the children.  They are a stable and 

consistent part of each Haven of Hope student's day 

and we are very blessed and thankful to have their 

loyal service. 

 

Head Teacher -- Matildah Mpundu 
 

 
 

Matildah was born July 11th 1989.  She is currently 

single but engaged to Lawrence.  Her hobbies are 

singing, writing songs, cooking, dancing, travelling 

and making friends. 
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Dorcas Bwalya 
 

 
Dorcas was born December 10th, 1989.  She is 

single.  Her hobbies are cooking, travelling, having 

fun with kids and playing chess. 

 

 

 

 

Esnart Chifwembe

 

 

Esnart was born February 24th, 1983.  She is 

single, but engaged to Chris Musonda.  Her 

hobbies are teaching, listening to gospel music, 

sports and cooking. 

 

 

Dorcas was born December 10th, 1989.  She is 

single.  Her hobbies are cooking, travelling, having 

Esnart Chifwembe 

Esnart was born February 24th, 1983.  She is 

Musonda.  Her 

hobbies are teaching, listening to gospel music, 

Teacher's Corner
 

Matildah Mpundu 

Head Teacher, Haven of Hope Schools

 

My name is Matildah

Haven of Hope School in Ndola.  I teach grade 2 

students.  I go to class at 7:00 am.  I start by 

greeting the students.  We have morning 

devotions for 10 minutes every day.  After this I 

start teaching following my time table.  I teach 

three subjects then we have a tea break where I 

serve the tea to my students 

30 minutes.  After the 30 minutes break I 

continue teaching my class up to 13:00hrs.  At 

13:00 hrs we begin preparing the

children.  Between 13hrs and 14hrs the students 

will have lunch and then help us clean the school 

surroundings.  We wash dishes and sweep the 

classrooms with the girls while the boys clean the 

outside of the building.  At 14:00hrs the studen

go home and I now have time to prepare for the 

next day. 

Since I am not a trained teacher, I benefit a lot 

from the training that is currently been 

conducted by the Haven of Hope School 

Administrator which is the instructional design in 

Maths and Reading.  The training has given me a 

picture of how to teach and what teaching is all 

about. This is really helpful to me.  I pray that one 

day I will achieve my goal of becoming a 

Professor in education sector. 

I also want to take this opportunity to thank yo

and Mr. John Banda, my Director for his hard 

work and passion he has for the orphans and 

vulnerable children in our community.

Sponsors of Haven of Hope, to you I say thank 

you for everything you are doing for the children 

and us.  May God bless you.  

Haven of Hope

Teacher's Corner 

Hope Schools 

h Mpundu, a teacher at 

Haven of Hope School in Ndola.  I teach grade 2 

students.  I go to class at 7:00 am.  I start by 

greeting the students.  We have morning 

devotions for 10 minutes every day.  After this I 

following my time table.  I teach 

three subjects then we have a tea break where I 

serve the tea to my students – this break lasts for 

30 minutes.  After the 30 minutes break I 

continue teaching my class up to 13:00hrs.  At 

13:00 hrs we begin preparing the lunch for the 

children.  Between 13hrs and 14hrs the students 

will have lunch and then help us clean the school 

surroundings.  We wash dishes and sweep the 

classrooms with the girls while the boys clean the 

outside of the building.  At 14:00hrs the students 

go home and I now have time to prepare for the 

Since I am not a trained teacher, I benefit a lot 

from the training that is currently been 

conducted by the Haven of Hope School 

Administrator which is the instructional design in 

g.  The training has given me a 

picture of how to teach and what teaching is all 

about. This is really helpful to me.  I pray that one 

day I will achieve my goal of becoming a 

Professor in education sector.  

I also want to take this opportunity to thank you 

and Mr. John Banda, my Director for his hard 

work and passion he has for the orphans and 

vulnerable children in our community. 

Sponsors of Haven of Hope, to you I say thank 

you for everything you are doing for the children 

and us.  May God bless you.   
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Trip to Zambia -- June 2010/Sponsorship Opportunities 
 

Want to meet the child you sponsor?  Currently we are planning a trip for June 20 - July 2 of 2010.  Spend 

some time getting to know the child you sponsor and see the amazing things God can do to your heart 

through that experience. Here are just a few things that the 2010 Hope Team has planned: 

 

§       Visiting the Haven of Hope Schools (meeting sponsored children, playing games, and making memories with 

these incredible children). 
§       Repairing homes in the community close to Haven of Hope. 
§       Training pastors. 
§       Training teachers. 
§       Praying with HIV/AIDS patients. 
§       Hosting a Children’s Day Camp. 
§       HIV/AIDS testing. 
§       Holding baby orphans. 
§       Enjoying the sights and sounds of Africa. 

Contact us at marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com for more information. 

 

We are still looking for sponsors for the students at the second Haven of Hope school.  They are real children 

who want to go to school, but have been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  If you are interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for sponsorship information at www.scccweb.com.  Sponsors pay 

$30/month by convenient automatic withdraw from your checking account, or in a yearly lump-sum 

payment of $360.00.  You can view pictures of all available children in the gallery section of our website at 

www.scccweb.com.  

                     

  

  
 

 

On the Education Front 
Dr. David L. Lee, Penn State University 

Education Team Leader, Haven of Hope Schools 

The education program at Haven of Hope is based on an instructional model whereby teachers decide upon important 

content to teach, design instructional methods to help students learn these key skills, and assess student learning so 

that changes in instruction can be made to suit student needs.  Over the past year the Education Team (several local 

educators as well as the teachers at Haven of Hope) have been very deliberate in focusing on each component of this 

model of effective instruction.  A curricula (math, reading, science, and social studies) approved by the Zambian 

government was purchased and will help our teachers choose important skills to teach.  Additionally, Haven of Hope 

teachers completed a 50-hour training program on effective instruction in math, reading, and writing using materials 

developed by faculty at Penn State University.  This training, coupled with the curricula, provided the “what” and the 

“how to” of the education program.  

The next step in developing a high quality education program is to implement an assessment system that (a) assists 

teachers in instructional decision-making (i.e., Are the students ready to move on the next skill or should I go back and 

re-teach the skill?), and (b) provides accountability to parents and sponsors (e.g., Are students learning the content that 

helps produce positive long-term outcomes?).  As a start, regular reading assessments (bi-monthly) will be administered 

to Haven of Hope students starting in January.  The results of these assessments will be monitored by both Haven of 

Hope and local mentor teachers in the U.S.  Additional assessments for math and writing will be brought on line over the 

next year.  The data yielded from these assessments will be used to help refine instructional procedures at the schools in 

order to maximize student learning.  
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  Everybody's Birthday Party 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors the students at 

the Haven of Hope schools had a wonderful birthday 

party!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Christian Convention 
 

Earlier this month we took the Haven of Hope 

Ministries to the Eastern Christian Convention in 

Hershey, PA.  A tradeshow display has been donated 

to us by Leah Raja and we had some poster banners 

made to fit the display.  This is a great way to get 

the word out about Haven of Hope, and we 

wouldn't be able to accomplish that without the 

generosity of Nittany Embroidery and 

Screenprinting Inc. of Pleasant Gap, PA who 

designed the banners as well as the Haven of Hope 

T-shirts.  We were able to tell a lot of people about 

Haven of Hope Ministries and make some important 

connections.  Please pray with us that God will work 

behind the scenes to bring people to us to help 

complete this vision He has given us in Zambia! 
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State College Christian Church 

1107 William Street 
State College, PA  16801 

State College Christian ChurchState College Christian ChurchState College Christian ChurchState College Christian Church        
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Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:    

814-238-5913 

EEEE----Mail:Mail:Mail:Mail:    

info@scccweb.com 

Web:Web:Web:Web:    

www.scccweb.com 

coming soon:  
www.havenofhopezambia.org 


