
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.
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OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 
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from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 
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making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequate school 

resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 

 



 

Page 6 Haven of Hope

  

 

 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

 

  

 

 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have put together for 

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

ly preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

re two verses from that chapter: 

I have chosen: 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

 

urn away from your own flesh and blood?  

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

angible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequate school 

resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact: 

Be a Hope Builder – Hope Builders sign up to give a 

nthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child. 

Prayerfully consider giving a one-time sacrificial gift 

to the Hope Builders Fund. 

Become an active recruiter for the Hope Builders 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

you have other ideas?  We’d love to hear 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 
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return from Zambia with lots more pictures! 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 



 

Page 5 Haven of Hope

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 

 



 

Page 6 Haven of Hope

  

 

 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

 

  

 

 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have put together for 

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

ly preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

re two verses from that chapter: 
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Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

 

urn away from your own flesh and blood?  

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

angible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequate school 

resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Real Religion 

From John Banda’s Desk 

Amy in Zambia 

From our Teachers in Ndola

From Luanshya 

Hope Builders; Stephen’s Letter

Financial goals; Upcoming Trips

g lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact: 

Be a Hope Builder – Hope Builders sign up to give a 

nthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 



 

Page 3 Haven of Hope

Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.
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or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 

 



 

Page 6 Haven of Hope

  

 

 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

 

  

 

 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have put together for 

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

ly preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

re two verses from that chapter: 

I have chosen: 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

 

urn away from your own flesh and blood?  

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

angible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequate school 

resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact: 

Be a Hope Builder – Hope Builders sign up to give a 

nthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child. 

Prayerfully consider giving a one-time sacrificial gift 

to the Hope Builders Fund. 

Become an active recruiter for the Hope Builders 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

you have other ideas?  We’d love to hear 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures! 

Thanks so much for all that you do! 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

 

  

 

 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have put together for 

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

ly preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

re two verses from that chapter: 

I have chosen: 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

 

urn away from your own flesh and blood?  

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

angible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequate school 

resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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nthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 
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complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 
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Prayerfully consider giving a one-time sacrificial gift 

to the Hope Builders Fund. 

Become an active recruiter for the Hope Builders 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 
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Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.
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into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.
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experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

ly preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

re two verses from that chapter: 

I have chosen: 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

 

urn away from your own flesh and blood?  

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 
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school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 
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building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 
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Ndola, Zambia 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have pu

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

do.  I recently preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

Here are two verses from that chapter:

 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 

 

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

overflows towards others in tangible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

Hope!  Thanks!! 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequa

building.  The building will be a resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

OUR children still need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

available; nor can we add any new students unt

the new building.  We need your help!!

Real Religion 
Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

 

  

 

 

I’m headed back to Zambia in just 12 days to help deliver 

the 123 wonderful gifts sponsors have put together for 

OUR children.  I can’t wait to see OUR children again, to 

see their smiles as they read the letters from their 

sponsors and gaze at their pictures.  It’s always a powerful 

experience as well as a fresh reminder of what HOPE can 

ly preached from Isaiah 58.  It provides a clear 

example of how much God cares about justice, the 

oppressed, the hungry, the naked, and the homeless.  

re two verses from that chapter: 

I have chosen: 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

 

urn away from your own flesh and blood?  

This is real religion (James 1:27), this is what God expects 

from those who have experienced His love.  When we 

experience His unconditional love, it just naturally 

angible ways.  You are 

making God’s grace tangible to the children at Haven of 

These are OUR children.  OUR children are still stuck in a 

school building that is much too small.  As you know, we 

are in the process of building them an adequate school 

resource that will help 

OUR children become Godly leaders in their community.  

Leaders that will spread the HOPE that they receive from 

the tangible love they are currently receiving from you.  

need OUR help if they are going to move 

into their new building.  Progress is being made at the 

building site, but we are nearing the end of our available 

funds.  We can’t continue building until the money is 

or can we add any new students until we are in 

the new building.  We need your help!! 

Will you make time to consider how you can help OUR 

children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact:

 

1. Be a Hope Builder 

monthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child.

 

2. Prayerfully consider giving a one

to the Hope Builders Fund

 

3. Become an active recruiter for 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

reality! 

 

4. Maybe you have other ideas?

from you. 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 

progress on Haven of Hope’s Facebook page.  I hope to 

return from Zambia with lots more pictures!

 

Thanks so much for all that you do!

 

Because is Matters, 

Vince Smith 
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children get into their new school?   Here are a few 

possible ways you could make a huge impact: 

Be a Hope Builder – Hope Builders sign up to give a 

nthly gift through automatic withdraw.  The 

monthly gift can be in any amount, but we’d like to 

recommend $35/month.   Once the building is 

complete, if you wish, $35/month can then be used 

to sponsor a waiting child. 

Prayerfully consider giving a one-time sacrificial gift 

to the Hope Builders Fund. 

Become an active recruiter for the Hope Builders 

Fund.  We have a draft letter that you can use to 

invite your friends and family to join you in making 

YOUR children’s dream of a new school become a 

you have other ideas?  We’d love to hear 

Please be sure to check out pictures of the building 
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From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The elections in the USA are over but they leave me 

feeling more defeated as a Christian because I 

supported Mitt Rommey and what he stood for.  In 

my house we followed this election more closely than 

any other American election. Adolph supported 

Obama and I supported Mitt and the rest were the 

decided supporters.  It was interesting to hear the 

two leaders roll out their plans for America. Mitt 

Rommey had a Christian plan for America and this is 

what made me fall for him.  Our house was like a mini 

USA. What now remains is to pray for the President 

and all the leaders for God’s wisdom. 

Nevertheless, the children at both schools are all 

doing fine. The children at haven of hope School in 

Ndola have improved on their attendance compared 

to the Luanshya students. We are working on 

improving the attendance attitudes for the Luanshya 

students. We plan to use the victim support unit of 

the Zambia Police to help talk to the care givers and 

students on the right to education for every child.  We 

can’t keep losing students because care givers do not 

know the value of education. 

We have two new teachers that I would like to 

introduce, first we have Ms. Sandra Sendembu and 

Mrs. Dinnah Nasilele. I asked Sandra and Dinnah to 

write a self introductory article.   

 

The building project is progressing well. The concrete 

works were completed (laying of concrete footing in 

the trenches) and we are now building the blocks in the 

trenches. The cement prices recently went up from  

K55 000 to K60 000 per pocket. The increase is due to 

inflation that keeps on rising. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas draws near I feel the joy, peace and 

excitement that come with it. Let us celebrate 

Christmas with a knowledge that spells the birth of a 

Savior who loved the world so much. It is to understand 

that the world received a love so intense that we still 

can’t comprehend it.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

John Banda           Sandra                                          Dinnah 
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Amy in Zambia 
Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

It seems a bit surreal to be writing this from the office 

at our school in Luanshya.  I imagine it’s quite cold in 

America, but I am currently sweating, praying for the 

rainy season to hurry up, and trying to ignore the 

pesky fly that won’t leave me alone.  I just finished 

teaching a reading lesson to the Grade 2/3’s (who are 

all in one classroom due to space/number of teachers) 

and the kitchen floor is filled with plates being filled 

with nshima and beans, as we get ready for lunch.  It’s 

hard to imagine that just one year ago I was anxiously 

preparing to return to Zambia for the first time in four 

years.  I had no idea what to expect; worried that I 

might not feel the same call to this place that I once 

did.  But a year later, I KNOW that God clearly 

orchestrated every part of my Zambia story, and I 

could not be more thankful.   

 

These past five months have been an incredible period 

of adjustment and making a home for myself here in 

Zambia.  I have been blessed to develop deep, 

trustworthy friendships and have found a beautiful 

church family that doesn’t see me as “Amy the 

Mzungu” (white girl).  I have been honored to get to 

know and work beside our amazing teachers as they 

sacrificially love our students day in and day out.  The 

children at haven of Hope have become my students, 

not just cute kids I looked at in pictures.  I have seen 

the struggles that come with teaching orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a third world country.  Some 

days it can be frustrating and draining and feels like 

you’re not accomplishing anything, but most days I 

see how much good Haven of Hope is doing in these 

communities.  I see children who are learning how to 

be hard working, loving citizens of this world.  I see 

teachers who start the morning with memory verses 

and chants about how much Jesus loves us.  I see 

mothers and grandmothers with huge smiles on their 

faces as they bring their child to school for the first 

time, thankful that their name was finally at the top of 

the waiting list.  I see what happens when children 

DON’T have a place like Haven of Hope to come to and 

I am thankful that for these 120 students, we are 

making a difference. 

 

For the last Sunday of this year, my church is holding a 

thanksgiving service.   

 

  

We will all look back on the past year of our lives and write 

down EVERY single thing that we are thankful for.  All the 

ways God intervened in our tiny lives and showed us 

glimpses of his heart.  All the prayers He answered.  All the 

times He held us when we cried and lifted us up from the 

pit.  I am so excited for this service, but I’m a bit 

overwhelmed with where to even start; I feel like I could 

write a book with all the things God has done for me this 

year!  He has provided above and beyond what I could 

have ever asked or imagined, and I am blown away when I 

think about His extravagant love.  He has fulfilled a 7-year 

promise to me when I had all but given up hope.  He has 

prompted so many friends and strangers to GENEROUSLY 

give so that I can be here today.  He has allowed me to 

make a home for myself in a place so far from my friends 

and family.  He has let me be a part of His beautiful work 

here in Zambia, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

 

Thank you for following my story and for being A PART of 

the good work that is happening here at Haven of Hope.  

Please believe me when I say that our students know you 

and love you and ask about you often.  You are their 

family. 

 

In Him. 

-Amy Munn 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 
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  From our Teachers in Ndola 
Dorcas Bwalya, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dorcas Bwalya and I am a teacher at Haven 

of Hope School.  I teach grade one and grade five.  I 

started my teaching career in 2009.  My pupils are 

between the ages of 6 and 14 years.  My day begins at 

7:00 am and it ends at 4:00 pm. 

It has always been nice to be at Haven of Hope School 

and serve the orphans and vulnerable children.  We 

have a lot of activities at our school apart from 

academic learning, like games and some trips.   

Our school feeds children twice a day and five times a 

week.  It also provides things like beddings, shoes and 

clothes. 
 

My aim at Haven of Hope is to help children become 

responsible leaders and citizens in society.  I mainly 

help my pupils learn to read and write and also to help 

them with mathematics, which most consider to be 

hard.  Apart from this, I encourage my pupils and try to 

motive them to work hard so they can reach their 

dreams. 

Haven of Hope is helping many children in our 

community and many people have come to appreciate 

it.  Moreover, I teach my pupils about the Kingdom of 

God and encourage them to imitate the life of Christ. 

As for Haven of Hope, “the spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express.” 

 

Thank you, 

Dorcas Bwalya 

 

 

 

Sandra Sendambu, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

I am Sandra Threasa Sendambu, born on the 21
st

 of 

October, 1990.  I am the fourth born in a family of eight 

children.  I am a Lunda by tribe.  Both of my parents 

have died and I currently live with my step-mother.  I 

am not married, but am engaged to be.  I completed 

my senior secondary school in 2008.   

I started teaching in 2010 at Jaire the Most High 

School and from there I went to Blessed Nursery 

and Pre-School.  In March this year, I applied at 

Haven of Hope School.  In April I attended the 

interviews and was blessed to start working here in 

May.  I teach grades 4 and 2.  The children are very 

good.  Some do not understand easily, but some 

do, and I try to help the slower learners as much as 

I can. 

--Sandra 

 

 

 
Dinnah Nasilele, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

My name is Dinnah Nasilele.  I am 26 years old and 

a Zambian by nationality.  I am Lozi by tribe and I 

come from a family of seven, four girls and three 

boys.  I am the third born.  I am a Christian and I go 

to United Church of Zambia.  I am married with 

two kids, both girls.  My first-born is 6 years old 

and she is in grade 2 at ECOLE Education Centre, 

and my second born is 8 months old. 

 

I taught at Salvation Army School before joining 

Haven of Hope.  I met Mr. Banda and the other 

teachers through the teacher-training program 

they held this past August. 
 

At Haven of Hope, I am teaching the grade 3’s and 

there are 11 in my class.  I find some pupils can be 

a little bit naughty, but most are very good 

students.  I am finding some challenges in areas 

like getting used to the new teaching style, which 

is very different from my last school.  Another 

challenge is working with students (3 in particular) 

who have difficulties understanding, but I am 

trying my best to catch them up with the rest of 

the class. 

 

 

 rvGJPWX 
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From Luanshya 
Esnart Chimfwembe, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

My name is Miss Esnart Chimfwembe and I am a 

teacher at Haven of Hope School.  I have been teaching 

at this school since September 2009.  I started teaching 

in 2007 as a Sunday School teacher in my congregation.  

That was when I developed an interest in teaching.  

Teaching is a gift from God and I so enjoy teaching 

because it’s in me. 

 

My aim as a teacher is to change the mindset of 

children.  I want to make sure they believe in 

themselves and know that they can make a difference 

and achieve their goals in life. 

 

Haven of Hope is a school for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  These children need a lot of support, care, 

love and a lot of attention from us teachers.  The school 

provides school materials, food, clothes, and health 

care for them and we teachers play a very important 

role in their lives.  We are teachers AND parents to 

them at the same time.  We make sure that they eat 

before they go home.  We also give them love, care, 

support and a lot of attention so that they feel loved 

and that they fit into society.  As teachers we try our 

best to not show favoritism but treat every child 

equally. 

 

There have been a lot of changes at our school this 

year.  In December 2011, Shannon joined us from 

America.  In March of this year, Teacher Agness left our 

school and was replaced by Mr. Simon Mbale.  In June, 

Shannon went back to America.  It was a great time 

working with Shannon.  She really did a great job to 

improve the behavior of the students and she also 

introduced new teaching methods to make us effective 

teachers.  When Shannon went back home, Teacher 

Amy, another American teacher, took her place.  We 

are looking forward to learning more from her and are 

hoping all the best from her. 

 

From all the changes that have happened, I have 

learned to accept every situation, how to work with 

different people, and to respect other people’s ideas. 

Become a Hope Builder! 
 

Introducing Haven of Hope “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

Will you help build the new school building? 

The students at HOH are excited about the new 

building project, and need your help to finish! 

We are looking for “HOPE BUILDERS.” 

We are seeking monthly donors, similar to 

sponsorships or for any amount one-time gifts. 

We need folks who can purchase building supplies, like 

75 bricks for $100, or donate $1000 to buy 750 bricks. 

What can you do to help? 

Please contact Marci at 814-238-5913, or marci@ 

havenofhopezambia.org 

 

See the Christmas Card insert for more 

details! 

Encouraging Letter from 

Stephen 
 

Below is a letter from Stephen Nyrienda, one of our 

Ndola students.  He sent it back with the team members 

when they returned from a visit this past June.  I hope 

you are all as encouraged by it as we were! 
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 Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his 

family with an ongoing, monthly amount would allow him to focus 

completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds raised will finance a 

permanent school facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations are tax-

deductible. 

 

Upcoming Trips to Zambia:  Join in!! 

 
   We take trips twice a year:  Spring/Summer and Fall.  Anyone is welcome to 

join us.  It is an experience that will change you!  Interested in going?   

Contact Marci Bidelspach at:   

814.238.5913 or marci@havenofhopezambia.org! 

nopqrtuvwxy 



 

Page 7 Haven of Hope

 

 

Haven of Hope Ministries 

403 S. Allen Street, Suite 112-A 
State College, PA  16801 

 

Haven of Hope MinistriesHaven of Hope MinistriesHaven of Hope MinistriesHaven of Hope Ministries    

403 S. Allen Street, Suite 112-A 

State College, PA 16801 

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:    

814-238-5913 

EEEE----Mail:Mail:Mail:Mail:    

marci@havenofhopezambia.org 

Web:Web:Web:Web:    
www.havenofhopezambia.org 

 


