
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ndola, Zambia 

 Recently our office has been a great reminder of the 

love and compassion that each of the sponsors has for 

their sponsored children.  The one gallon

bags have been pouring into the office full of exciting 

gifts and candy.  I can’t wait to see the children open 

their gifts next week as we celebrate Christmas with 

them.  The gifts, letters, and pictures are a tangible 

reminder to each of the children that they are not 

forgotten and more than that, it’s a reminder that they 

are loved and they matter.  There is HOPE for a better 

tomorrow!  You can be sure that, ….”whatever you did 

for one of the least of these…, you did for me 

(Matthew 25:40) 

 

Much has happened in 2011 at Haven of Hope.  Earlier 

this year we were able to pay cash for two hectares (5 

acres) of ground in Zambia.  The first permanent Haven 

of Hope elementary and middle school buildings will 

eventually be housed on this property.  The building 

drawings are completed and we are waiting for a final 

estimate on what it will cost to erect the school 

building.  During our trip next week we are planning to 

dedicate this property to the Lord.  We’ll do this by 

inviting all the children, their caretakers, local pastors, 

and anyone from the community who would like to 

join us.  We’ll erect a standing stone; spend time in 

worship, scripture reading, prayer, and hear about 

future plans from our director, John Banda.  We 

believe this property will serve the lives of countless 

thousands of people in the years ahead. 

While we have been able to purchase the property and 

remain debt free, we are still short of the needed funds 

to build the school.   We plan to remain debt free 

throughout the entire project.  The goal of the 

fundraising campaign is $100,000.  To date, we are at 

approximately $33,000, which puts us 1/3 of the way 

towards that goal.  We still need your help to make this 
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dream a reality for the children at Haven of 

you can give towards this very important project or 

know someone who can, please look inside for details 

of where to send your gift.  Every dollar counts!

 

Our trip next week also marks a very exciting time in 

the history of Haven of Hope as our 

missionary, Shannon Morrison, will be traveling to 

Zambia with us and then staying until July 3, 2012.  

Shannon graduated from Penn State in May 2011 with 

a degree in teaching.  She will be teaching the children 

at Haven of Hope as well as 

support and training for the teachers in Zambia.  Please 

be sure to check out Shannon’s story inside the 

newsletter. 

 

We want to say a big THANK YOU to all who have 

supported Haven of Hope in 2011 with your prayers, 

sponsorship, words of encouragement, material gifts, 

financial gifts and so much more.  Your generosity is 

making a difference! 

 

Please join us in prayer for Daniel Banda.  He will be 

having hernia surgery while we are in Zambia.

 

As always, we’d love to have you join us on 

trip which is being planned for June 2012.  

 

Because it matters, 

Vince Smith 
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dream a reality for the children at Haven of Hope.  If 

you can give towards this very important project or 

know someone who can, please look inside for details 

of where to send your gift.  Every dollar counts! 

Our trip next week also marks a very exciting time in 

the history of Haven of Hope as our first long-term 

missionary, Shannon Morrison, will be traveling to 

Zambia with us and then staying until July 3, 2012.  

Shannon graduated from Penn State in May 2011 with 

a degree in teaching.  She will be teaching the children 

at Haven of Hope as well as providing additional 

support and training for the teachers in Zambia.  Please 

be sure to check out Shannon’s story inside the 

We want to say a big THANK YOU to all who have 

supported Haven of Hope in 2011 with your prayers, 

of encouragement, material gifts, 

financial gifts and so much more.  Your generosity is 

Please join us in prayer for Daniel Banda.  He will be 

having hernia surgery while we are in Zambia. 

As always, we’d love to have you join us on the next 

trip which is being planned for June 2012.   
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  From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

Having a sick child is the most painful experience that 

parent can ever endure in their lives, especially when the 

helpless child is in great pain.  This was the experience 

that we are going through when Daniel was diagnosed 

with an inguinal Hernia.  I can remember Daniel crying 

from pain and this made us run from one hospital to the 

other.  To be honest with you I forgot to PRAY.  It is like I 

got confused by the situation.  When I remembered to 

pray my prayer went like this: “God I ask you to take away 

the pain from the child and give it to me.”  It was a let-

me-have-the-pain kind of prayer.  I reasoned within 

myself I can handle the pain better than Daniel.  I now 

understand why Christ did what He did on our behalf. 

This is because we are his own and He could not sit on His 

throne and see us go through the suffering caused by sin. 

Please remember to pray for Daniel as he will be 

undergoing surgery on the 30th November this year. 

Praise to God ever since we asked you to pray with us he 

has not had an attack! 

 

On the 20th September 2011, Zambia went through an 

election that was alleged to be characterized with 

malpractices. The MMD government was replaced with 

the Patriotic Front (PF) government. The MMD was 

perceived as corrupt by the majority of Zambians while 

the PF was viewed as the voice for the poor.  The new 

government has put new policies in place and we are 

mainly concerned with the education sector.  The new 

government has abolished the basic school and has 

reintroduced the primary and secondary school system. 

This means that primary schools will run from grade 1 – 7 

and the secondary school will run from grade 8 to grade 

12. It is perceived that the basic school system had 

weakened the quality of education. The previous 

government lowered the passing rate from 70% for boys 

and 60% for girls to 50% for boy and 40% for girls.  The 

basic school system was using unqualified teachers to 

handle special subjects for grade 8 and 9. The primary 

school teachers were forced by their employer to handle 

these subjects so as to meet the MDGs (Millennium 

Development Goals).  
The other benefit is that there will be space created in 

these schools.  We had situation were 120 student were 

packed in one class with one teacher. Teachers were 

overloaded with work. The new policies will improve the 

teacher-student ratio.   We have a situation where grade 

8 students are failing to read and this makes it very 

difficult for the teachers to do what they're supposed to  
 

do in grade 8.  We are only hoping that with the reintroduction 

of the primary and secondary school system, the quality of 

education in our country will improve. 

 

The first students of Haven of Hope have written their grade 7 

examination. The kids had to travel to Chipulukusu to sit for 

the exams.  We had registered them and prepared them to 

take these exams as most of them were growing older.  We 

were forced to do two years of work in one year.  Their teacher 

Dorcas Bwalya was really confident that the kids will make it to 

grade 8 next year. The exams were conducted for 5 days from

October 25th to  November 1st and on the last day of their 

exams the kids posed for a photo.   

 

We started with 15 students when Haven of Hope opened its 

doors to the public, from the 15 only 9 managed to write this 

exam. The only girl to write this exam is Carol Mbuzi and she 

deserves a big pat on her back.  The situation in Zambia is many 

young girls end up with pregnancy or early marriage as was the 

case with Sofia, a former Haven of Hope student.  At the age of 

15 Sofia was given in hand to a man for marriage.  Sofia is now 

a mother.  Carol is brilliant and we want her to set an example 

for the other girl children.  It is my sincerely hope that she will 

be one of the teacher at Haven of Hope School in the near 

future. 

 

We are praying and believing God that He is going to intervene 

in the tax exemption process that is going on in Lusaka right 

now for Haven of Hope.  The tax exemption mean 16% of all 

the monies that goes to government will be available to the 

children.  We have done a lot of work so far and this is the last 

stage.  Pray that we will soon have a tax exemption certificate. 

 

We pray for you all our dear friends, partners, supporters and 

sponsors. We always remember to mention you before our 

Father and our God.  You are very precious to us and we pray 

blessings upon your lives. 

 

From us at Haven of Hope in Zambia we say “MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and A BLESSED NEW YEAR!” 
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  Shannon’s Journey to Zambia 

Shannon Morrison  
Haven of Hope Missionary 
 

About two years ago I began to have a desire to serve God in 

a unique way.  I didn't know exactly what form it would take, 

but I would lay awake at night thinking about different 

needy situations.  One that often came to mind was 

orphaned children in Africa.   

At the time, I was beginning to get to know State College 

Christian Church and I was impressed at how involved they 

were in the lives of orphans both here and abroad.  This was 

something that greatly interested me.  As my graduation 

from Penn State was fast approaching I started questioning 

what kind of job I should look for with my degree as a 

secondary math teacher.  I knew my passion was with the 

needy, I did not know whether that meant working with 

special needs or a high school with less resources.   

My thoughts about helping orphaned children in Africa were 

more frequent.  I began my summer with looking for jobs, 

constantly praying that God would open only the job 

opportunity that he wanted me to take.  After a couple 

unsuccessful interviews in towns where I was interested in 

living, I had no clue where to look next.  On my visits to State 

College my small group began to joke that I could always go 

teach in Zambia.  Little did they know, that option sounded 

rather appealing to me.   

At this point I was incredibly bothered by the fact that I 

hadn't talked to anyone about my desire to go to Africa.  I 

knew if I didn't at least sit down and talk through it and give 

the idea some serious thought, I would greatly regret it.  

After meeting with Vince and Beth Smith, teaching at Haven 

of Hope in Zambia sounded like an awesome opportunity.  

They were very informative and encouraging.  After a few 

more details were ironed out, I was sold.   

Over the past few months I have been working as a 

secretary for the church as well as preparing for my trip 

abroad.  God has really blessed me by providing the 

necessary resources for this trip.  Now I am leaving at the 

end of November for a seven month trip to Zambia to help 

teach both students and teachers at the two Haven of Hope 

Schools.   

I will be traveling to Zambia with the team from the church 

to deliver Christmas gifts.   

 It will be very helpful to travel with the team and have them 

around to help me adjust and get settled.   

As the day I'm leaving is fast approaching I am both nervous 

and excited to embark on this journey.  Your prayers for me 

throughout my time in Zambia would be greatly appreciated.  

-Shannon 
 

Please pray: 

• That I am obedient to God’s leading 

• For safety in travel and living 

• That God would bless my time training teachers and 

students 

• That I would make meaningful connections with 

students and staff at Haven of Hope schools 

• For my parents and brother while I am away 

 
 

For updates on my experience visit: For updates on my experience visit: For updates on my experience visit: For updates on my experience visit: 
shannoninzambia.wordpress.comshannoninzambia.wordpress.comshannoninzambia.wordpress.comshannoninzambia.wordpress.com    

 
 
 

**Shannon will be traveling with the team on November 26, 

2011 and will be staying in Zambia through June of 2012. 
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Wear Your Support! 
 

Haven of Hope T-Shirts are available for sale!  There 

are three styles available for you to choose from.  

Shirts cost $20 each and the profits will go toward the 

Haven of Hope building fund!   

 

To purchase your T-shirt at the Haven of Hope 

website, follow these instructions: 

1.  Go to www.havenofhopezambia.org.

2.  Click on the "donate" button at the bottom of the 

page. 

3.  Enter your $20.00 for each shirt in the "donation 

amount" box. 

4. You can log into Paypal at this time or continue 

without a Paypal account if you'd like to pay with a 

credit card. 

5.  Click on the "leave a note for the seller" link on this 

page and enter your mailing address and the style and 

size of the shirt you would like to purchase.

6.   Click "Donate" and watch your mailbox for your 

new Haven of Hope Shirt!! 

 

To purchase by check: 

1.  Email us at marci@havenofhopezambia.org

the style and size of the shirt you'd like to purchase.

2.  Mail your check to: 

Haven of Hope Ministries, 1107 William Street, State 

College, PA  16801 with "T-shirt purchase" in the 

memo. 

Haven of Hope T-Shirts: 

*Note -- all three styles have the same back 

see below 

Style #1Style #1Style #1Style #1    

White with short sleeves. Green and tan lettering.  

Available in sizes Adult M, L, XL. 

 

Shirts are available for sale!  There 

are three styles available for you to choose from.  

$20 each and the profits will go toward the 

shirt at the Haven of Hope 

. 

2.  Click on the "donate" button at the bottom of the 

3.  Enter your $20.00 for each shirt in the "donation 

4. You can log into Paypal at this time or continue 

without a Paypal account if you'd like to pay with a 

5.  Click on the "leave a note for the seller" link on this 

ter your mailing address and the style and 

size of the shirt you would like to purchase. 

6.   Click "Donate" and watch your mailbox for your 

marci@havenofhopezambia.org with 

e of the shirt you'd like to purchase. 

Haven of Hope Ministries, 1107 William Street, State 

shirt purchase" in the 

all three styles have the same back style -- 

White with short sleeves. Green and tan lettering.  

Style #2Style #2Style #2Style #2    

Tan with short sleeves. Green and brown lettering.  

Available in Adult S only.

 

Style #3Style #3Style #3Style #3    

Gray with short sleeves.  

lettering.  Available in sizes: Youth M & L and Adult 

S, M, L, XL. 

Back of all shirts

Haven of Hope

Tan with short sleeves. Green and brown lettering.  

Available in Adult S only. 

Gray with short sleeves.  Charcoal and green 

lettering.  Available in sizes: Youth M & L and Adult 

Back of all shirts 
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Our First 5K! 
Haven of Hope held it’s very first 5K Walk/Run event on Saturday, November 5, 2011.  Our family-friendly event 

was a fun time for everyone and a great turnout with 64 runners and walkers!  It was a chilly, but sunshine-filled 

day – wonderful weather for our first 5K event.  The event raised over $300 for the Haven of Hope building 

campaign whose funds will be used to build a permanent facility for our Ndola school.  See page 5 for more 

information.  Thank you to our event sponsors:  Chick-fil-a, Road I.D., Nittany Embroidery & Screenprinting and 

State College Christian Church. 



 

Page 6 Haven of Hope

  
Building Campaign Zambia 2011 

 

Our fundraising campaign continues as we strive to raise $100,000.00 by the end 

of 2011.  With those funds, we will be able to build a permanent school facility 

for the elementary and secondary students at Haven of Hope, Ndola, which is in 

line with our strategic plan.   

We have had to move several times over the past few years as the school grew 

and as property owners tried to get more money from the "outsiders" by raising 

the rent each year.  In the last 4 years we have moved the school facility 3 times.  

Our hope is that establishing a permanent presence in the community will help 

strengthen our ties and deepen our roots in Ndola.  A permanent facility will 

also help to strengthen the church in Ndola by providing a place for worship on 

Sunday mornings as well as serve the community by offering a facility for job 

training opportunities.  Please see below for a rendering of what the Haven of 

Hope, Ndola facility will look like, as well as pictures of the property Haven of 

Hope has purchased to build our new school on. 

 

Want to make a donation to Building Fund Zambia 2011?  You can send your 

tax-deductible gift anytime to:  Haven of Hope Ministries, 1107 William Street, 

State College, PA  16801 or via our website at: 

www.HavenOfHopeZambia.org 

 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 
 

Here is a look at what the permanent Elementary and Middle school facility will look 

like when completed and the land we’ve purchased: 

BUILDING  
CAMPAIGN  

ZAMBIA 2011 
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Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for in 2011:

 
� Donate to Building Fund Zambia 2011.  See the fundraising section of this newsletter for 

more details.

 
� We are looking for generous people interested in making a finan

John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his family with an ongoing, monthly amount 

would allow him to focus completely on the Haven of Hope ministry.

 

Waiting for Sponsors
There are 5 children currently available for sponsorship.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor please 

contact Marci Bidelspach at: 

www.havenofhopezambia.org   Sponsors pay $30/month which provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 

meals each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

   
Paul Mutale      Veronica  Rollison Kalunga

   Mwaba       Chirwa 

Trip to Zambia Trip to Zambia Trip to Zambia Trip to Zambia 
 

Haven of Hope sends travel teams to Zambia twice a year.  The next trip is being scheduled for late June 2012.  

Have you ever considered a trip to meet your sponsored child?  This is it!  The heartbeat of our ministry is the 

connections made between child and sponsor.  Why not take the time to let your sponsored child see the love 

of Christ in your eyes?  Your smile?  I guarantee it will change their life 

expertise of those traveling, so don’t 

trip – lots of these children just need someone to love them 

just be there!  Want more information?  Contact Marci at marci@havenofhopezambia.org.

 

 

Financial Financial Financial Financial GoalsGoalsGoalsGoals    
Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for in 2011:

Donate to Building Fund Zambia 2011.  See the fundraising section of this newsletter for 

more details. 

We are looking for generous people interested in making a finan

John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his family with an ongoing, monthly amount 

would allow him to focus completely on the Haven of Hope ministry.

Waiting for Sponsors 
There are 5 children currently available for sponsorship.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor please 

contact Marci Bidelspach at: marci@havenofhopezambia.org or visit our website at 

Sponsors pay $30/month which provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 

meals each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

through the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Rollison Kalunga         Brenda Phiri  

Trip to Zambia Trip to Zambia Trip to Zambia Trip to Zambia ––––    Summer 2012Summer 2012Summer 2012Summer 2012

Haven of Hope sends travel teams to Zambia twice a year.  The next trip is being scheduled for late June 2012.  

Have you ever considered a trip to meet your sponsored child?  This is it!  The heartbeat of our ministry is the 

and sponsor.  Why not take the time to let your sponsored child see the love 

of Christ in your eyes?  Your smile?  I guarantee it will change their life – and yours.  Trips are tailored to the 

don’t be deterred by the thought that you’d have nothing to give or do on a 

lots of these children just need someone to love them – give them a hug, kick a soccer ball with them 

Want more information?  Contact Marci at marci@havenofhopezambia.org.

Haven of Hope

Here is an outline of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for in 2011: 

Donate to Building Fund Zambia 2011.  See the fundraising section of this newsletter for 

We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial commitment toward 

John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his family with an ongoing, monthly amount 

would allow him to focus completely on the Haven of Hope ministry. 

There are 5 children currently available for sponsorship.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor please 

or visit our website at 

Sponsors pay $30/month which provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 

meals each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

 
 Nester Kamanga 

Summer 2012Summer 2012Summer 2012Summer 2012    

Haven of Hope sends travel teams to Zambia twice a year.  The next trip is being scheduled for late June 2012.  

Have you ever considered a trip to meet your sponsored child?  This is it!  The heartbeat of our ministry is the 

and sponsor.  Why not take the time to let your sponsored child see the love 

and yours.  Trips are tailored to the 

ht that you’d have nothing to give or do on a 

give them a hug, kick a soccer ball with them – 

Want more information?  Contact Marci at marci@havenofhopezambia.org. 
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