
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ndola, Zambia 

Did you know there are 163 million orphans in the world 

today?  That number is completely overwhelming, but if 

each one of us does something to meet the need of just 

one of those children then the orphan crisis doesn’t exist.  

Before writing this article, I spent a few minutes reviewing 

Haven of Hope pictures from the beginning until now.  I 

am reminded of just how dramatically the lives of the 

children at Haven of Hope have changed because folks like 

you chose to meet the needs of one child!!

Beth and I had the privilege of speaking at Centre 

County’s Foster Care Awareness event this week.  Bet

shared the following story.  Maybe you’ve heard it before, 

but it’s worth reading again… 

  
One day a man was walking along the beach when 

he noticed a boy picking something up and gently 

throwing it into the ocean.  Approaching the boy, he 

asked, “What are you doing?”

The youth replied, “Throwing starfish back into the 

ocean.  The surf is up and the tide is going out.

don’t throw them back, they

“Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize there are 

miles and miles of beach and hundreds of starf

You can’t make a difference!”

After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked 

up another starfish, and threw it back into the

surf.  Then, smiling at the man, he said

“I made a difference for that one.”

 
Those of you who are sponsoring a child or otherwise 

supporting the ministry of Haven of Hope are making a 

difference, one life at a time.  TOGETHER we are forever 

making a difference in the lives of 120 children.  These 

children represent more than 99 households in Zambia.  

The impact that Haven of Hope is having on each child 

trickles into their homes.  Making a difference one life at a 
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time has exponential impact on

hundreds, thousands, maybe even millions in the years 

ahead.  By choosing to serve a child you are making a 

difference.  Thanks for caring!!

 

Because It Matters, 

 

Vince 

 

 

“Learn to do right! 

the oppressed.
 
 Defend the cause of the 

fatherless, plead the case of the widow.
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Greetings from Simon Mbale 
Simon Mbale, Teacher 

Haven of Hope, Luanshya 

 

  From John Banda’s Desk 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

The rain season is over and in comes the cold season.  

The start of the winter seemed like it was going to get 

really cold, but as it progressed it was getting warm 

during the day and cold during the night.  The cold night 

reminded me of the children at Haven of Hope in 

Luanshya, who do not have enough warm blankets to 

cover themselves.  I could not imagine the cold in their 

mud-made and grass thatched houses.  They do not have 

the heaters to heat their homes.  Many lives are lost in 

Zambia during this season as people go to sleep with fires 

in their houses to keep warm.  Some people have died 

because of the cold.  The street kids are usually victims of 

these deaths as they sleep under bridges.  Most street 

kids we spoke to said they sniff glue or drink a lot of 

alcohol to help them survive the cold nights.  

We did buy blankets for the 54 children at Haven of Hope 

School in Luanshya and there was excitement among the 

parents and students.  It was reported on the Zambia 

National Broadcasting Corporation that 6 children were 

burnt to ashes on the 11th May 2012. The children went 

to bed with a brazier in their room to keep warm and the 

unfortunate happened. It is our hope that the blankets 

will keep our children warm.  The community has been 

knocking on our doors trying to get places for their 

children.  So far we have been visited by almost 10 

parents who have visited requesting a place for their 

child.  We have been putting smiles on the children’s 

faces and it has been wonderful to watch.  
 

Haven of Hope School in Luanshya has moved buildings. The 

new building is spacious, but does need some minor repairs. 

We have running water and a well. This will save us from 

closing the school whenever there is no tap water. 

The commencement of the building project is in progress.  At 

the moment we are doing all the necessary paper work to 

get started with construction.  The process is as usual slow 

but we have notified the local council about our plan to start 

building.  As soon as paperwork is complete we will be 

moving on site to start digging the foundations and putting 

the footing.  We urge you to pray for this work and also for 

the money to finish the building. 
 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for the teachers especially the new 
recruits (Simon and Sandra) 

• Pray for my family 

• Pray for new connections with donors & 
partners locally, regionally and 
internationally 

• Pray for our friends, partners, supporters 

& sponsors   

This term our children who had to walk almost 1 hour 30 

minutes to school will no longer walk to school but ride to 

school. 

We bought the 8 boys mountain bikes and this brought so

much joy. The boys came as early as 06:00hrs to collect their 

bike but the bikes weren’t ready for distribution until 

14:00hrs. (See page 5 for pictures!) 

 

This resulted in me having some experience in what I was 

doing and I looked for a bigger place as the number of 

learners increased in 2011.  I am married, we have a son who 

is two years old now.  In my free time, I like spending time 

with my family and sharing the word of God to others who 

do not know God.  I like swimming and my wife likes 

swimming too.  We love God.  We want God to give us more 

wisdom and knowledge so that we may teach our son the 

way of God. 

I am grateful to be given this opportunity to work with Haven 

of Hope School and I hope I will be of great service to this 

great vision that God has entrusted me to be part of.  

 

My name is Simon Mbale. I was 

born in 1984 into a family of 

eight including my father and 

mother. We are six children – 

three boys and three girls.  Due 

to common life problems here, 

by the grace of God, I completed 

my high school.  Because I liked 

teaching so much, I started 

coaching a small group in 

mathematics and science.   
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  Shannon in Zambia 
Shannon Morrison  

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

I feel as though I am in the final stretch of my journey here.  In one 

month I will be joined by my parents, Amy, and Kara for the last 

few weeks of my stay.  I am very excited to have them here and 

share some of my experiences.   It’s a bit hard to explain my 

journey here.  I guess I would say I’ve just been taking everything 

one step at a time.  You can’t ever plan too far in advance because 

you don’t know what the next day is going to bring you.  I feel like I 

am doing a lot without doing as much of the things I expected to 

do.  I take whatever role is needed, teacher, nurse, waitress, 

graphic designer, illustrator, encourager, and even pastor once :) 

 

Each day I see the children at Haven of Hope, it brings me joy.  I 

love when they wave at me through the window when I arrive.  I 

love when the little ones come to me and ask if I’ll be at that 

school the next day.  I love when the kids laugh at me when I’m 

acting out a story.  I love when the kids start acting out stories 

themselves.  I love seeing a child start behaving in class for the first 

time.  I have seen how love makes a difference.  I’ve seen love 

change behaviors, I’ve seen love put a smile on a downcast face.  

1Corinthians 16:14 says  “Do everything with love.”   

Love is needed and welcomed here.  

 

I can go on about the things that make me happy, but the reality is 

it’s not all sunshine and roses here.  I am reminded often of how 

much these children need our prayer and support.  I have heard 

their stories.  I have played “nurse” for a number of children who 

have scrapes and injuries that are a few days old who no one has 

cared for.  Some kids really have no one who washes their clothes 

so they come dirty to school every day.  Some kids struggle with 

stomach problems on a regular basis from malnutrition or other 

sickness.  Sometimes the frustrations make me angry; sometimes 

they make me want to scream and cry all at once.  But yet 

somehow despite all difficulties, these kids can still brighten your 

day.  When handing out blankets to our children in Luanshya, the 

teacher recommended a small blanket for one of the smallest girls.  

She replied with, “No, I want a BIG one; I’m not the only one who 

sleeps there.  We are many; I want a blanket to cover ALL of us.” 

This little one cared enough to get a big blanket to share.   

  

My experience here is truly special.  I can’t even put into words 

how happy it makes me when the girl I sponsor wraps her little 

arms around me and looks at me.  She doesn’t talk much, but 

when our eyes meet we communicate in a special way.  How 

wonderful it has been to get to know all these precious children 

of God!   

Sending love from me and 120 of my good friends, 

-Shannon 
 

Below are some excerpts of Shannon’s experiences in Zambia from her 

blog. You can follow her story at: shannoninzambia.wordpress.com 
 

Time is flying!! – posted March 17, 2012 

…So many of you may be wondering what has been happening  

with me in Zambia.  Well, time is flying!  That’s what is 

happening!  I have been enjoying teaching at Ndola.   

Whenever the car pulls up to the school in the morning, a bunch 

of heads pop up to the window in the grade 1&2 room and start 

waving excitedly with huge smiles on their face.  I have noticed 

that though we still have some issues, the behavior has 

definitely improved at this school.  For sure we have our 

moments, but productivity has improved. We still need to work 

on time management here as well as organization of the topics 

being taught and proper assessment.   

In Luanshya, the education time is still a bit painful.  The grade 

one teacher has been having some issues with her health and 

has not been at school every day.  So being in a room alone with 

33 first graders who will treat any white person like a celebrity 

isn’t usually too productive.  Plus it doesn’t help if the teacher 

also missed the previous day so they are already out of their 

usual routine of focusing and behaving.  However, I have really 

enjoyed the “in-between” times at Luanshya.  There is a hand 

slapping game from elementary school that I have been 

attempting to teach the kids there, with this they get some 

individual attention and hopefully will get more used to me.  

Recently we were able to give some second hand clothes to 

some of the more needy kids at the school.  I was told the 

children at this school come from very different backgrounds. 

Some kids, even though they live with grandparents etc., aren’t 

cared for properly.  They don’t get bathed, their clothes don’t 

get washed, and they may or may not be fed outside of what 

they eat at school.  Others may be relatively cared for, but they 

may only have one parent who has many children so they can’t 

afford school, or their father is a drunk, or they come from an 

abusive family etc. 

 

I am really enjoying the group from the church I am attending. 

They are a young “fun loving” bunch and I feel comfortable 

kicking back and joking around with them.  I have appreciated 

the fact that these people have treated me as a true friend, not 

just an easy access to a free ticket to the US.  In fact, the only 

time they have even mentioned going to America was more of a 

“we will miss you when you go, so we will have to come visit 

you someday.”   

Shannon with Taonga – she 
wanted a BIG blanket to 
share 
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(Shannon in Zambia, con’t) 
 

To put it in perspective, a person I am meeting for the first time 

may say to me, “You’re from the US? When you go back, can 

you bring me with you?  It would make me very happy if you 

said you will come pick me up.” 
 

Today we went on a prayer walk to walk around the 

community of Luanshya to pray for the land and the people 

and to try to bring them to God.  We walked very far.  We were 

walking from about 10:45am until around 2:45pm.  We did stop 

a few times at some houses of church members or friends to 

encourage them and pray for them.   

When we were quite far away, we practically tripped over one 

of the students from the Luanshya school.  Our students walk 

quite far to get to school.  We found our little friend Mark 

making a basket in the middle of the path.  He learned to make 

the basket at school.  I was happy to see something that was 

taught being practiced on a weekend!  Then some time later as 

we continued to walk past house after house after house,  

I heard someone shouting behind me, “SHANNON!  Teacher 

Shannon!”  I was so surprised!    I am so used to hearing 

“Musungu” or “How are you,” but not my name!  My first 

thought was, who in the world, in the middle of Africa, is 

shouting my name?!?  I turned around to see three little girls, 

two of which from the school, running towards me with their 

arms wide, ready to bear hug me.   I was able to go meet the 

mother of one of the girls and visit their home for a few 

minutes.  I also found another boy from the school there.  They 

were so excited to see me and they all had huge smiles on their 

faces when I could give them a hug and call them by their 

names.  That moment pretty much made my day.  I also saw 

and waved to one other student from a distance as we were 

walking past an intersection; it’s fun to see how the student’s 

faces light up and smile when they see me; it’s somehow 

different from the way other kids smile just because they see a 

white person. 
 

The End of the First Term. – posted April 13, 2012 

So it is now a week past the first term.  I spent most of the end 

of the term helping at Luanshya giving the end of term exams 

to the grade one class.  It was interesting to see how the grades 

turned out.  It was quite a crazy time with ending school for a 

holiday and getting tests graded etc.  The students will be on 

holiday until May 7th.  But this doesn’t mean the work is done 

for me.  I do get to have a lot of fun this month though. 

First of all, this first week of holiday I spent helping in Luanshya 

again.  The beginning of the week was taken up finishing 

grading and the rest of the week was spent making many 

pretty and fun things for the kids.  A HUGE Thanks to my Gram 

and Grampy for sending the books with these ideas!  There are 

many little “mini flip books” that have fun pictures and are a 

more interactive way of learning some vocabulary and work on 

reading.  Some of these creations will be stuck to the wall as 

something the kids can use when they are finished with their 

work, others will be used as “teacher examples” for activities  

for the students to create one of the books on their own.  I was 

encouraged that one of our teachers is really inspired and 

motivated to make these creations with me.  

We quickly decided that she would do all the cutting and 

writing and I would do the drawing and art work.  I think she is 

ready to hire me on as the new permanent Haven of Hope 

illustrator.  People here don’t really get exposed to art or 

practice drawing as much as I did growing up.  In addition I’ve 

been thankful for the gift of drawing.  I have brought some 

what I would call “simple” drawings into the Ndola school and I 

have always been met with “oo’s” and “ahh’s.”  I can’t wait to 

see how the kids like the new resources, I just hope they don’t 

destroy them TOO quickly. 

Next week will be a very special week.  It’s vacation week!!  My 

good friend Moira is traveling from the USA to visit me here in 

Zambia.  She is a nutritionist so we have a “nutrition day” planned 

for the school in Ndola.  After a couple days here in Ndola and 

Luanshya we will be traveling down to Livingstone. We are both 

very excited to see the Victoria Falls, one of the seven wonders of 

the word!  Also Livingstone has one of the largest varieties of 

wildlife and I am very excited to see some of these animals!  I 

remember the thrilling feeling when we saw giraffes and zebras 

with the team back in December, there are such cool things in 

Africa!  However, please pray for safety as Moira travels from the 

US and as we travel down to Livingstone. 
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Amy’s Journey 

Amy Munn 

Haven of Hope Missionary 

 

9 months ago I moved back home to Lexington, Kentucky with no 

direction and no sense of what came next.  I had just finished my 

first year working full-time at a camp that I loved, but for some 

reason I knew my time there was done.  I got a part-time job as a 

nanny and tried not to go crazy as I felt an intense longing for 

something more.  I would have LOVED to know that within a year 

I would be moving to Zambia, but at that point in my life, Zambia 

still seemed like a far-off dream.   

 

But God’s dreams are always bigger than mine, and by January I 

had moved to State College, planning to be here for 6 months 

while I got ready to move to Zambia. 

 

Today I look at pictures of my future students, and I fight back 

tears, as I understand a little more how much God loves each of 

His precious children.  Today I woke up in a home that God so 

perfectly placed me in where I can learn daily and be a support 

during times of difficulty, and I marvel at the ways He uses US to 

meet one another’s needs.  Today I went to one of the four jobs 

that He graciously prepared for me during this 6-month period, 

and I am reminded yet again of the ways that He WANTS to 

provide for me.  Today I talked to someone in my support system 

of friends and family who is excited with me for this next phase 

of my life, and I thank Him for meaningful relationships that 

make life sweeter.  Today I am in awe of how much He loves me, 

and how perfectly He has weaved together the pieces of my life. 

 

In 29 days I will be leaving for Zambia.  My to-do list is still 

forever long, but I have not once felt the panic of fear or stress 

because despite that list, I am ready.  I can’t really put it into 

words, but for the past 6 years, God has been molding my heart 

for this.  He has used the waiting period.  He has used the times 

of intense pain.  He has used the moments of pure joy.  He has 

used the countless number of friends made at school, camp, 

work, church, etc.  He has used every moment since I first heard 

of Zambia to prepare me for this next phase of my life.   

 

I am a living testimony to the beloved verse in Jeremiah that 

says, “For I know the plan I have for you!”  And I hope and pray 

that you KNOW that you are a living testimony to its truth as 

well.   

 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers, 

-Amy 

 

 

 

 

Follow Amy’s journey on her blog at: 

investyourlove.blogspot.com 

New Bikes for our Boys! 
New items were recently purchased for our 

students who began middle school.  Bikes were 

purchased for the boys who were walking almost 2 

hours to school.  Bibles, shoes and other school 

needs were also purchased. There was much 

excitement when the bikes were presented to the 

boys.  John asked them to take good care of the 

bikes and their lives as they travel on the road. 
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  Building Moves Forward… 
 

The fundraising campaign continues as we strive to raise $100,000.00.  Plans are in place to build a permanent 

school facility for the elementary and secondary students at Haven of Hope, Ndola, which is in line with the 

strategic plan.  Plans are also in place to break ground on the project in June.  See the official architectural 

plans below!  Our hope is that establishing a permanent presence in the community will help strengthen our 

ties and deepen our roots in Ndola.  A permanent facility will also help to strengthen the church in Ndola by 

providing a place for worship on Sunday mornings as well as serve the community by offering a facility for job 

training opportunities.   

 

Want to make a donation to the Building Campaign?  You can send your tax-deductible gift any time to:  

Haven of Hope Ministries, 403 S. Allen Street, Suite 112-A, State College, PA  16801. 
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Financial Goals 
 

Here is an outline of financial goals that 

Haven of Hope is striving for: 

 
� We are looking for generous people 

interested in making a financial 

commitment toward John Banda's salary.  

Sponsoring John and his family with an 

ongoing, monthly amount would allow 

him to focus completely on the Haven of 

Hope ministry. 

� Join us in the Building Campaign.  Funds 

raised will finance a permanent school 

facility in Ndola, Zambia.  All donations 

are tax-deductible. 

 

 

Waiting for Sponsors 
 

We have 5 new students who are waiting for 

sponsors.  These children have never had the 

opportunity to go to school and are hoping for a 

brighter future that includes an education at Haven 

of Hope.  Can you help??  

 

Starting July 2012, sponsors pay $35/month which 

provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 meals 

each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes 

and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

through the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor please 

contact Marci Bidelspach at: 

marci@havenofhopezambia.org 

or visit our website at: 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 

 

 

Name: Moses Phiri 

D.O.B.: 2005 

Status: double orphan 

Male 

Ambition:  Soldier 

Name: Kasongo Kalenga 

D.O.B.: 3
rd

 October 2003 

Status: vulnerable 

Male 

Ambition: Soldier 

 

Name: Patrick Kayula  

D.O.B.: 8
th

 January 2004 

Status: Single orphan 

Male 

Ambition: Teacher/Pastor 

 

Name: Matthews Zimba 

D.O.B.: 22
nd

 February 2002 

Status: double orphan 

Male 

Ambition: Doctor 

Name: Emmanuel Kaela 

D.O.B.: 9
th

 May 2006 

Status: vulnerable 

Male 

Ambition: Electrician 
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Sponsorship Corner 
 
This year, as part of the “Everybody’s Birthday” celebration, the children will be receiving new school uniforms.  In the 

past they have been ordered here in the US and taken over, but this year, a job has been given to someone in the Ndola 

community to make the uniforms.   This is just another way the Haven of Hope schools are giving back to their 

community by providing a much-needed job opportunity.   
 

If you sponsor a child at Haven of Hope you know that your money is being put to good use and making a difference in 

the life of a child.  Below is a more detailed breakdown of where every sponsor’s dollar goes.  Haven of Hope is 

committed to being a good steward with the resources God has entrusted us with.  We want you, as sponsors, to know 

that every sponsorship dollar you give goes directly to Zambia. 
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Upcoming Trips to Zambia: 
 

June 2012 – A team will be traveling to deliver the summer letters/photos from Sponsors to the children at 

Haven of Hope.  They will also be taking the children on a field trip to the Nsobe Game Camp, where the 

children will experience a safari!  There will also be some in-class training for our teachers during this trip. 

 

December 2012 – A trip is being planned tentatively for the week after Thanksgiving this year.  If you are 

considering joining this travel team, please let us know as soon as possible.  This travel team will have the 

rewarding experience of delivering the Christmas gifts from sponsors to the children at Haven of Hope. 

Prayer Journals for Kids 
 

Proceeds from the sale of all these “Mission Zambia” & purple-covered “My Prayer Journals” will be 

donated to Haven of Hope Ministries.  All sale proceeds go to this ministry.  The prayer journals are available 

for purchase at Lulu.com.   
 

The inside cover of the journals read: 
 

“Haven of Hope, Zambia.  The proceeds from the sale of this prayer journal go to Haven of Hope ministries in Zambia.  Haven of 

Hope ministries works through two schools established to provide clothing, shoes, blankets, meals, medical attention, Christian 

education, and most of all, hope to the children and families of Ndola, Zambia. The Haven of Hope ministry is transforming lives in 

Ndola by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ.  Haven 

of Hope Zambia is a charitable organization so all gifts are tax deductible. Donations can be sent to Haven of Hope, 112A-403 S. 

Allen Street, State College, PA  16801.  
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