
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Ndola, Zambia 

We are two months into the 2011, $100,000 fundraising 

campaign.   The purpose?  To provide a permanent home 

base for the children that currently attend Haven of Hope, 

Ndola and for the hundreds of orphans and vulnerable 

children that will be attending in the years ahead.   The 

property will also be used as a tool to live out the other 

aspects of the HOH mission.   How’s the fundraiser going?  

You’ll see later in this newsletter that Marci has put 

together a thermometer to help measure the progress.  To 

date, we are 13% of the way there.  Only $87,000 still 

needed ☺.  I’d like to take a few minutes of your time to 

share the creative ways the money has been trickling in.  

Folks have been very creative!   My prayer is that as you 

read through these creative ideas you will receive a God-

inspired idea of your own.  After you receive that God-

inspired idea, I pray you’ll act on it!!  Why?  Because it 

matters to every single individual that will benefit from the 

ministry of HOH.  Here are just a few creative things that 

folks are doing: 

1. The State College Christian Church youth group 

worked for months on a concert they performed on March 

25th.  The music was great, but even better were the stories 

the youth shared from their personal experiences of visiting 

Zambia.  Their hard work and creativity brought in $3,098 

for the building fund. 

2. Sponsor Megan Culbertson created t-shirts and sold 

them online.  Read her story inside the newsletter.   

3. Sponsors Rob and Erica Kennedy with help from 

other family members made chocolate peanut butter eggs.    

They sold hundreds at $1 each.   Erica is also making cakes 

and cupcakes for special occasions with all proceeds going 

towards the building fund. 

4. Sponsor Chris Cash has been selling hunting items 

online.  Along with his online listings he tells the Haven of 

Hope story and donates the money from the sales.  One 

man who visited his site didn’t buy anything from Chris, but 

made a donation to Haven of Hope just because Chris cared 

enough to tell the story about the children he cares about. 

5. Reverse Mission Trip – We’ve asked everyone who 

has travelled to Zambia to participate in a reverse mission 

trip.  Instead of taking a trip we have asked them to send 
out letters to former supporters as if they were going on a 

Making It Count 

trip and telling them about Haven of Hope and more 

specifically about the building fund.   A few folks have acted 

on this idea and are yielding great returns.   **We’d be 

happy to send you a sample letter if you wanted to help by 

participating in a reverse mission trip. 

6. We recently learned of a woman who, at her 

wedding, will be donating the money she would have used 

to buy favors to Haven of Hope.  Instead of placing favors on 

the table at the reception dinner she will be placing cards 

with the Haven of Hope web site. 

7. One young girl wants to help, she will be selling 

lemonade this summer  to give the children in Zambia hope 

for a brighter tomorrow. 
 

I thank God for the creativity these folks are using.  It’s 

awesome to witness so many folks loving orphans in 

creative ways.   If we are to reach the $100,000 goal by the 

end of 2011 it will require all hands on deck.   What’s your 

idea? 

If you have a great idea that requires some cash, but you 

don’t have the cash, then we want to offer you a micro-

loan.  Please take a few minutes to put together your 

proposal and send it my way (vsmith@scccweb.com).  We’ll 

take a look at it and may send you the cash to get started.  

The maximum amount of these micro-loans will be $500. 
 

Finally, I’m sure there are some of you reading this that 

could write a substantial check right now that wouldn’t 

really even be a sacrifice for you.  Will you please get out 

your checkbook and do it now?  Your generosity will leave a 

lasting legacy! 

**Our next trip to Haven of Hope will be in late November 

and early December.  We will deliver Christmas gifts to the 

children at Haven of Hope and much more!  I promise it will 

be a trip you won’t soon forget and may very well change 

the trajectory of the rest of your life.    Please contact me 

(vsmith@scccweb.com) before September 1 if you would 

like to join the 2011 Christmas Team. 
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  From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

 

 The rainy season is over and in comes the cold season. 

The rainy season brought with it good and bad things. 

The farmers have benefited greatly from the rains and 

will be going to the banks smiling.  This means that the 

nation will be harvesting a bumper harvest again this 

year.  We also expect that the price of food stuff will go 

down or be static for a long time.  During this season we 

saw fuel prices go up and this did affect the prices for 

other essential commodities like food, stationery, timber, 

building materials and transport fees. 

While we can talk about many good things the rains 

brought and we are thankful to the Lord  Almighty for the 

blessings bestowed on us.  There was also the bad side of 

this season.  The children at the schools especially those 

in Luanshya did suffer from Malaria.  Over 20 students 

from Haven of Hope School #2 and 7 from HOH #1 did 

visit the doctor with malaria and were treated for the 

same.  There were also other diseases like coughing, 

sneezing, diarrhea that hit the school.  Luanshya has a lot 

dirty places and stagnant water in some places.  The 

people in this community will grow maize (corn) in their 

back yard and this is the contributing factor to Malaria.

The mosquito will breed in these environments and 

malaria can never be prevented with such attitudes.

There is need to buy the students mosquito nets to help 

prevent the mosquito from spreading the malaria.  

Our first Students at HOH #1 will be sitting for their 

exams this November 2011 and we are hopeful that 70% 

of these students will make it to grade 8 next year. There 

are 10 students who have registered to sit for the grade 

seven national examination. There were 14 students in 

that class and 3 are no longer with us. Sofia decided to 

get married at the age of 16, Eunice decided to start work 

with her relative in Lusaka, Nelly relocated to Chipulukusu 

compound which is a bit far. We gave her a transfer letter 

to go to another program in her location. We know that 

the children will actually pass the tests.  

Carol is such an inspiration among the children who will 

be writing the exams. She is the only remaining girls 

among our first students. In this class of 9 boys and 1 girl 

she is the best. Her reading skills are second to none. I am 

always encouraging her never to lose heart in her love for 

education. Pray for Carol and the rest of the boys who 

will be writing their exams this year that they will have 

understanding in all subjects. 

We also want to say a BIG THANK YOU to you the 

sponsors, prayer partners and supporters for your  
 

 

generosity.  I read a story about snowflake and I think 
you will also like it:-  

Not too long ago in a place not too far away, a field 

mouse asked a wise old owl what is the weight of a 

snowflake. “Why nothing more than nothing” answered 

the owl. The mouse went on to tell the owl about the 

time he was resting on a branch in a fir tree, counting 

each snowflake until the number was exactly 3 million, 

471 thousand, 952. Then with the settling of the very 

next flake – CRACK. The branch suddenly snapped, 

tumbling mouse and snow to the ground. 

“Hump…..Such was the weight of nothing,” said the 

mouse. 

So the next time you think your contributions, your acts 

of charity, your works for justice, your gifts of love, and 

your talents are nothing, or that they are small in 

comparison to those of others, remember that when 

one is added to another and so forth, great things can 

happen from nothing. In the same way, what seems to 

be ordinary can be transformed into extraordinary with 

just a little extra nothing. 

Your mission is to create great things once again out of 

nothingness, to transform the ordinary into the 

extraordinary. 

Pray for all our donors, sponsors and prayer partners. 

Pray for the children at Haven of Hope schools. 

Pray the teachers as well. 

Pray for me and my family. 

 

Greetings From Charity Banda 
-- Charity has been assisting John with his Director 
duties at Haven of Hope, Luanshya 
 

Amazing Grace 

Indeed the amazing grace of God has seen both the 

children and the teachers through to this term. At the 

beginning of the term the biggest challenges we faced 

was the accommodation of all the children in the small 

classroom space, but a sitting arrangement was worked 

out to accommodate all the children though still 

withstanding the heat in the rooms. 

With that achieved, towards the end of the second month 

and beginning of the third month, the attendance 

numbers drastically started going down due to the cases 

of malaria and mumps that attacked the majority of the 

children at  HOH #2 in Luanshya. This was a very big 

setback with concern for the children since malaria is 

estimated to be the number one killer disease in 

Zambia/Africa.  But we want to thank the medical 

program for their positive intervention. 

One particular very serious case we had was of Mary  
     --continued next page 
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Make Your Summer Count!
 

Do you have a great entrepreneurial money

but no capital to make it happen?  Haven of Hope is 

offering out-of-the-box thinkers a micro

opportunity!  Send your business proposal or questions 

to Vince Smith at:  vsmith@scccweb.com

Wear Your Support! 
 

Haven of Hope T-Shirts are available for sale!  There are 

three styles available for you to choose from.  Shirts cost 

$20 each and the profits will go toward the Haven of Hope 

building fund!   

 
To purchase your T-shirt at the Haven of Hope website, 

follow these instructions: 

1.  Go to www.havenofhopezambia.org

2.  Click on the "donate" button at the bottom of the page.

3.  Enter your $20.00 for each shirt in the "donation 

amount" box. 

4. You can log into Paypal at this time or 

a Paypal account if you'd like to pay with a credit card.

5.  Click on the "leave a note for the seller" link on this 

page and enter your mailing address and the style and size 

of the shirt you would like to purchase.

6.   Click "Donate" and watch your mailbox for your new 

Haven of Hope Shirt!! 

 

To purchase by check: 

1.  Email us at marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com

style and size of the shirt you'd like to purchase.

2.  Mail your check to: 

Haven of Hope Ministries 

1107 William Street 

State College, PA  16801 

with "T-shirt purchase" in the memo. 

-- continued from page 2 

Mulenga who developed a very high fever to the point of

worrying the medical personnel.  They were so worried 

that they had to make phone calls to school to remind us 

on her review dates and also monitor how she was doing 

which is a very rare case in our medical system.

However, to all this we say how amazing is the grace of 

God, all the children are back on their two feet 

and kicking and in all this we owe our great thanks to the 

sponsors for your prayers and support. Through you all 

we have seen the grace of God and a chance to live good 

healthy lives once again.  God has not given up on us and 

neither have you.  How amazing.  Stay Blessed.

 

Make Your Summer Count! 

Do you have a great entrepreneurial money-making idea 

but no capital to make it happen?  Haven of Hope is 

box thinkers a micro-finance loan 

opportunity!  Send your business proposal or questions 

to Vince Smith at:  vsmith@scccweb.com 

 

Shirts are available for sale!  There are 

you to choose from.  Shirts cost 

its will go toward the Haven of Hope 

shirt at the Haven of Hope website, 

www.havenofhopezambia.org. 

2.  Click on the "donate" button at the bottom of the page. 

for each shirt in the "donation 

4. You can log into Paypal at this time or continue without 

aypal account if you'd like to pay with a credit card. 

5.  Click on the "leave a note for the seller" link on this 

ss and the style and size 

of the shirt you would like to purchase. 

6.   Click "Donate" and watch your mailbox for your new 

marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com with the 

like to purchase. 

Haven of Hope T-Shirts:
*Note -- all three styles have the same back style 

Style #1 
White with short sleeves. Green and tan lettering.  

Available in sizes Adult M, L, XL

Style #2 

Tan with short sleeves. Green and brown lettering.  

Available in Adult S only.

 

Style #3 

Gray with short sleeves.

Available in sizes: Youth M &

Mulenga who developed a very high fever to the point of

worrying the medical personnel.  They were so worried 

calls to school to remind us 

on her review dates and also monitor how she was doing 

which is a very rare case in our medical system. 

However, to all this we say how amazing is the grace of 

God, all the children are back on their two feet – happy 

kicking and in all this we owe our great thanks to the 

sponsors for your prayers and support. Through you all 

we have seen the grace of God and a chance to live good 

healthy lives once again.  God has not given up on us and 

Stay Blessed. 

Haven of Hope

Shirts: 
styles have the same back style -- see below 

White with short sleeves. Green and tan lettering.  

Available in sizes Adult M, L, XL. 

sleeves. Green and brown lettering.  

Available in Adult S only. 

Gray with short sleeves.  Charcoal and green lettering.  

Available in sizes: Youth M & L and Adult S, M, L, XL. 

Back of all shirts 
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 From one of the Sponsors: 

Listening to that still, small voice...
Megan Culbertson, sponsor of Lucy Mpundu

Haven of Hope, Ndola 

 

Hi, my name is Megan.  I'm a post-college graduate 

struggling to pay back student loans and still trying to 

discover what sort of dreams I want to achieve with my 

life.  When I get down to the meat of who I am and what 

makes my heart beat fast and excited--

create, whether that means writing or making music or 

designing...t-shirts, even.  I've always struggled with 

making creative pursuits worthwhile, and how to make 

them about more than my own personal creative 

fulfillment.  To make a long story short, I eventually s

designing t-shirts and felt a prodding to sell shirts and give 

the profits to Haven of Hope.  I sponsor a young girl named 

Lucy, whom I have never met, but who has impacted my 

life in more ways than she can know.  Most of the time she 

feels very far away, but there are small, fleeting moments 

when she feels incredibly close.  This entire faith journey of 

designing, screen-printing, and selling shirts for Haven of 

Hope is one of my Lucy-could-be-living-

moments.  

 
For me, initially, selling shirts seemed like a stupid idea.

I'm generally pretty cautious, and it didn't seem like a 

smart move.  I would probably end up losing money, and 

doing more harm than good.  However, as God so often 

seems to do, he surprised me.  He blessed me wit

incredible response through the generosity of those who 

purchased shirts, from Indiana to West Virginia to 

Pennsylvania.  I was humbled, to say the least. 

that my measly, God-breathed idea could make a even a 

small bit of difference in Zambia, to children half a world 

away from me.  The blue shirts (one of which I'm wearing 

in the picture) have black text that says simply, "Incite the 

change you want to see."  I have so many potentially great 

ideas, most of which I refuse to act on. 

selling shirts for HOH was an unbelievable experience 

wherein I chose to act on an idea, a belief, on behalf of 

some children I care deeply about.   

 

I did my meager, human best to not only have a desire for 

change, but to take my own small steps toward that 

change.  I decided to move, to do something. 

never be the same.  May God be praised. Incite the 

change. 
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Jesus said... 
Marci Bidelspach, Sponsorship

Haven of Hope Ministries 
 

...Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven."  Matthew 18:3 (NIV)
 

While volunteering at a staff appreciation day for my 

daughters' school, (Nittany Christian School

PA)  I happened to sit in during their morning "circle time" 

which is their school-wide 

This year, Nittany Christian

Hope Ministries, by becoming a sponsor to

student at Haven of Hope,

take an offering once a month to pay for Roydah's 

sponsorship.  I just happened to be there on offering 

I have to admit, I was not prepared for what I saw.

Mr. Wilson, the headmaster, stood before the students and 

as a school they prayed for Roydah.  Then he invited the 

children to bring their offerings for Roydah forward and put 

them in baskets at the front of the room.  I watched in 

amazement as wave after wave of little feet carried their 

dollars and coins to the front of the sanctuary

kept coming even when the baskets were overflowing.  Then 

my heart about burst with joy to watch the 

prayer at the front of the sanctuary after giving their offering.  

I didn't realize I was crying until another mom sitting nearby 

offered me a tissue!!  Thank you so much to everyone who 

sponsors a child.  You have no idea the impact you 

on the life of a child at Haven of Hope.

 

Haven of Hope

-- Megan's effort 

raised over 

$300.00 toward 

the Haven of Hope 

building fund.   

 

 

Marci Bidelspach, Sponsorship Liaison 

...Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven."  Matthew 18:3 (NIV)  

volunteering at a staff appreciation day for my 

(Nittany Christian School, State College, 

)  I happened to sit in during their morning "circle time" 

wide morning worship and devotion.  

This year, Nittany Christian became a partner with Haven of 

becoming a sponsor to Roydah Kalindi, a 

, Ndola.  As a school, the students 

take an offering once a month to pay for Roydah's 

sponsorship.  I just happened to be there on offering day and 

I was not prepared for what I saw. 

Mr. Wilson, the headmaster, stood before the students and 

as a school they prayed for Roydah.  Then he invited the 

children to bring their offerings for Roydah forward and put 

he front of the room.  I watched in 

amazement as wave after wave of little feet carried their 

dollars and coins to the front of the sanctuary --  and they 

kept coming even when the baskets were overflowing.  Then 

my heart about burst with joy to watch the children kneel in 

prayer at the front of the sanctuary after giving their offering.  

I didn't realize I was crying until another mom sitting nearby 

offered me a tissue!!  Thank you so much to everyone who 

sponsors a child.  You have no idea the impact you are having 

on the life of a child at Haven of Hope. 
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Building Fund Zambia 2011& You!! 
 

If you haven't heard already, we have kicked off a fundraising campaign to raise 

$100,000.00 by the end of 2011.  With those funds, we will be able to build a 

permanent school facility for the elementary and secondary students at Haven 

of Hope, Ndola, which is in line with our strategic plan.   

We have had to move several times over the past few years as the school grew 

and as property owners tried to get more money from the "outsiders" by raising 

the rent each year.  In the last 4 years we have moved the school facility 3 times.  

Our hope is that establishing a permanent presence in the community will help 

strengthen our ties and deepen our roots in Ndola.  A permanent facility will 

also help to strengthen the church in Ndola by providing a place for worship on 

Sunday mornings as well as serve the community by offering a facility for job 

training opportunities for the community.  Please see below for a rendering of 

what the Haven of Hope, Ndola facility will look like. 

 

Want to make a donation to Building Fund Zambia 2011?  You can send your tax-

deductible gift anytime to:  Haven of Hope Ministries, 1107 William Street, State 

College, PA  16801 or via our website at:  www.HavenOfHopeZambia.org 

 
 

Haven of Hope, Ndola 
 

Here is a look at what the permanent Elementary and Middle school facility will look like when completed: 

 

BUILDING FUND 
ZAMBIA 
2011 
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Here is an outline of financial 

 

� Donate to Building Fund Zambia 

newsletter for more details.

 

� We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial commitment 

toward John Banda's s

monthly amount would allow him to focus completely on the Haven of Hope 

ministry. 

 

� Each year Ndola, Zambia hosts an International Trade Fair.  Haven of Hope students 

have a booth there each year where the children practice their evangelism skills 

with those attending the fair.

 

 

Waiting for Sponsors
The following children are currently available for sponsorship.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor 

please contact Marci Bidelspach at: 

www.havenofhopezambia.org.  Sponsors pay $30/month which provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 

meals each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

 

   Travise Ndansa                         Ziwa Mwanza

       Nester Kamanga       

 

 

Financial Goals 
of financial goals that Haven of Hope is striving for in 2011

Donate to Building Fund Zambia 2011.  See the fundraising section of this 

newsletter for more details. 

We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial commitment 

John Banda's salary.  Sponsoring John and his family with a

monthly amount would allow him to focus completely on the Haven of Hope 

Each year Ndola, Zambia hosts an International Trade Fair.  Haven of Hope students 

have a booth there each year where the children practice their evangelism skills 

se attending the fair. 

Waiting for Sponsors 
The following children are currently available for sponsorship.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor 

please contact Marci Bidelspach at: marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or visit our website at 

Sponsors pay $30/month which provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 

meals each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

through the love of Jesus Christ. 

Ziwa Mwanza          Shadreck Mwape                

            Brenda Phiri              Veronica Chirwa

Haven of Hope

striving for in 2011: 

2011.  See the fundraising section of this 

We are looking for generous people interested in making a financial commitment 

alary.  Sponsoring John and his family with an ongoing, 

monthly amount would allow him to focus completely on the Haven of Hope 

Each year Ndola, Zambia hosts an International Trade Fair.  Haven of Hope students 

have a booth there each year where the children practice their evangelism skills 

The following children are currently available for sponsorship.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor 

or visit our website at 

Sponsors pay $30/month which provides a child with a Christian Education, 2 

meals each day, their medical needs met, clothing, shoes and blankets as needed and hope for a bright future 

               Rollison Kalunga 

Veronica Chirwa 
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