
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ndola, Zambia 

”Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 

to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep 

oneself from being polluted by the world."  James 1:27 (NIV) 

 

The church has a very unique mission to fulfill on Earth.  The 

future of society depends, largely, on whether or not 

churches understand their mission and mobilize to 

accomplish the mission.  Will the church of Jesus Christ be a 

light bright enough to shine in such darkness?  That is a 

question we have had the privilege of watching several 

church leaders answer this last year.  Haven of Hope now 

shares the joy of partnering with 6 churches to fulfill God’s 

mission in Ndola, Zambia.  Each of these churches now have 

several individuals and families sponsoring children at 

Haven of Hope.  I want to say a special thank you to those 

churches for partnering with Haven of Hope.  Thank you for 

shining a bright light in the darkness.  You are making a 

difference.  Here is a list of those churches and their 

pastors: 

� St. Johns Reformed Church, Hollidaysburg, PA 

Pastor David Haydu  

� First Church of Christ, Philipsburg, PA 

Pastor Timothy Richmond  

� Zion Community Church, Bellefonte, PA  

Pastor Rob Tevis  

� Shepherd’s Grace Chapel , Dubois, PA 

Pastor Greg Sands  

� Calvary Evangelical Free Church, Indiana, PA 

Pastor Gino Cosentino  

� State College Christian Church, State College, PA 

Pastor Vince Smith  

 

These churches are actively mobilizing people to take hope 

where it is needed.  Thanks for being in the game and 

making a difference! 

 

 

 

Haven of Hope 

We are actively seeking other churches who want to partner 

with us to change lives physically and spiritually.  Please let 

us know if you would like someone from our team to come 

to your church to share the Haven of Hope Story. 

 

Because it matters, 

Vince Smith 
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Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
� Check out our new website!  

 www.havenofhopezambia.org 

 

� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia 

 this summer!  See page 4! 

 

� Haven of Hope Night at the Spikes -- Saturday, 

 August 7th, 2010 

Haven of Hope is teaming up with State College Spikes to 

present the "Haven of Hope Night at the Spikes!"  Come out 

and support Haven of Hope on Saturday, August 7th -- Game 

time is 7:05pm.  Tickets are available now and are $7 each.  

Contact Marci Bidelspach at marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com 

or (814) 238-5913 to purchase your tickets today! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 

The Lord is Good all the time!

We are God’s witnesses of His goodness and we shall 

forever declare His goodness to the end of the world.

In April 2010, my family and I had the privilege of visiting the 

United States of America in State College Pennsylvania.  We 

had the best reception at the US embassy in Lusaka as you 

were getting the visas for this important work that the Lord 

was calling us to do.  Before travelling to Lusaka I had three 

days of fasting and prayers.  During this time I had abstained 

from food and water in order to pursue the high calling.  I 

never bathed for this period because I know deep down my 

heart that it is not by power, nor mighty but it is by His 

spirit.  It is when God says AMEN that is when we obtain 

success with persecutions as the Bible says.

We had no difficulties obtaining our visas and in no time we 

were off for the USA.  Daniel was thrilled at the thought of 

flying in a plane and so was Charity.  Our first flight landed in 

the Republic of South Africa and we had a one hour 

connection time.  To cut the long story short me missed our 

connecting flight to get to Heathrow London due to airline 

delays and we were stuck in the airport with no place to 

sleep.  We slept on the airport seats in the departure lobby.  

The next day I tried to get the Atlantic Virgin Airline officials 

to have us connected on the next flight.  In order for me to 

do this I had to check out of the departure lobby where I left 

my wife and son.  While the airline officials were trying to 

sort out the mess, I was separated from my family from for 

almost 12 hours and they did not know what was 

happening.  After all efforts failed I asked that my wife and 

son join me on the other side.  So this one guy from the 

airline was so kind and helped to bring my family.  Through 

all this I was in contact with Vince who urged us to find a 

hotel for us to sleep in which we did.    

At last we were together, but my wife was ready to go back 

home.  I on the other side knew this was the work of the 

devil to prevent us from doing the work for the AIDS 

Orphans in our country.  The devil knows that success of the 

program meant great loss to his work – 

to destroy.  He has stolen a lot from these children. He has 

taken away their parents and their livelihood.  He is 

determined to accomplish his mission.  We finally had 

another flight arranged for us after two nights in South 

Africa.  We arrived in Philadelphia and Vince & his family 

were there to pick us up.   
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Unfortunately our baggage did not make it.  We had 

another 5 hours drive from Philadelphia to State College.

Our stay in the USA was full of surprises, we had radio 

interviews, church speaking engagements, school 

meetings and a magazine interv

was the main fundraiser during our stay and it was 

amazing to see our friends prepare Nshima (Zambian food) 

and the women wear the Zambian C

Kennedy even carried her baby wrapped in the Chitenge 

material like the women of Zambia do.  The most 

important thing I noticed was the joy on the faces of the 

organizers. 

I will never forget the experience of a generous teacher at 

a school in Indiana – Pennsylvania, after my presentation 

she walked out of the building with tear

were coming out of the school building she came towards 

us and handed me some money.  When we counted, it was 

$720 that she placed in my hands.  The radio interviewer 

also gave me a check. 

I remember Vince with tears in his eyes telling m

young man who was saving money to buy a car and after 

listening to our presentation he decided to donate the 

money to the ministry.  This really touches my heart and 

we were so thankful to God and you our friends in the USA 

for your generosity.  

Our friends in USA opened their homes to us and it was a 

great pleasure to stay with the DeShong's, Lee's, 

Bidelspach's, Arblaster's, and Smith's.

Daniel had a treat for his life.  He still remembers the good 

times he had, the toys and playing at parks tha

He also made friends with Phoebe and Karly. 

We will never be able to repay your for the time we spent 

in the USA, but God sees your hearts.  I pray for you 

always and remember you before our heavenly Father for 

your love and kindness that y

our stay there. 

 

Haven of Hope
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$720 that she placed in my hands.  The radio interviewer 

I remember Vince with tears in his eyes telling me about a 

young man who was saving money to buy a car and after 

listening to our presentation he decided to donate the 
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Our friends in USA opened their homes to us and it was a 

great pleasure to stay with the DeShong's, Lee's, 

Bidelspach's, Arblaster's, and Smith's. 

Daniel had a treat for his life.  He still remembers the good 

times he had, the toys and playing at parks that he visited.  

He also made friends with Phoebe and Karly.  

We will never be able to repay your for the time we spent 

in the USA, but God sees your hearts.  I pray for you 

always and remember you before our heavenly Father for 

your love and kindness that you showered us with during 
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Different Countries, Different 

Worlds... 
Marci Bidelspach, Communications Team Leader 

Sponsorship Liaison 

 

I've never lived anywhere outside the United States, in 

fact, I've never lived more than 20 miles from where I 

grew up.  To say that seeing how people live in Zambia 

was a shock is an understatement.  I was extremely 

struck by the little, everyday things that I take for 

granted like clean drinking water.  After having the 

Banda's here in the U.S. and hosting them in my home, 

I became even more aware of how blessed we are here 

in America.  I interviewed Becky DeShong, who also 

hosted the Banda's during their stay.  Her experience 

offers some telling insight into just how different life is 

between here and Zambia. 

 

"How has the experience of having John and Charity in 

your home changed your perspective about everyday 

life here in the U.S.?" 

 -- While Charity was here she had to have two teeth 

pulled that began bothering her after she arrived.   The 

experience that most impacted me was Charity's 

response to how the dental staff treated her.  She was 

so impressed that the doctor greeted her, introduced 

himself, explained what he was doing,  and then 

explained what the problem and the medicines he 

was prescribing for her.  He finished with, "Do you have 

any questions?"  Afterward, Charity explained to me 

that you are not treated that way by Zambian doctors.  

They don't explain anything and if you ask a question, it 

could anger the doctor.  Most doctors in Zambia view 

your asking a question as doubting his knowledge or 

authority.  I know that I am definitely more thankful for 

the healthcare we have available to us. 

 

"Can you share with readers Charity's wisdom to us 

during the "Ladies Night" event regarding our 

husbands and our children?" 

-- When asked if she had any words of wisdom for us 

during our "Ladies Night" event, Charity responded 

with quiet conviction that we are fortunate and should 

think before we complain.   She said she realized that it 

was human nature to complain, but that we really had   

nothing to complain about.  She could have talked 

about the things that make our lives easier than hers 

(electricity, washing machines, dishwashers, grocery 

stores, etc.) but instead she pointed out how we are 

treated by our husbands, by our children, and by our 

friends.  She saw love, respect, and support in those 

relationships.  She saw love pass from parent to 

child, and that the relationship was more than just 

making sure the child had food to survive.  She 

continued to explain that in Zambia, children are 

often fearful of their parents or guardians because 

they have been beaten many times and that violence 

is a way of life.  It is a cycle of dysfunction that gets 

passed down from generation to generation.    

 

"Would you share your humorous Slimfast story?" 

 --  After Charity's appointment with the dentist, we 

went to the pharmacy to get her prescriptions filled.  

While we were waiting, Charity was looking at all the 

diet aid products on the shelves.  One she found 

particularly funny was "SlimFast."  She laughed at the 

thought of that product in Zambia and said that it 

would to be changed to "Get Fat Quick." 

 

"Any other thoughts you can share?" 

-- We were blessed to have the Banda's stay with us.  

John is great speaker with a clear passion for the 

Lord and the people of Zambia.  Charity is quiet, 

reserved, but when she speaks it is worth listening 

to.  She is a strong advocate for the children of 

Ndola, Zambia.  Daniel is smart, funny, and a natural 

leader.  I can't wait to see what God is going to do 

with him. 

 

 

 

Visiting U.S. Schools 
Scott DeShong, Principal 

Lemont & Houserville Elementary Schools 

 

On Monday, March 29, John, Charity, and Daniel 

Banda visited Lemont and Houserville Elementary 

Schools in the State College Area School District.  The 

visit was the first time the Banda's had been in a 

public school in the United States.   

 
                        (continued) 
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Can you help?? 
 

We are currently collecting gently-used shoes to take 

to the children at the Haven of Hope schools.  

Specifically, we are looking for gently-used shoes that 

would fit a boy or girl who is 10 years old or younger.  

We will also accept some larger sized shoes for those 

few students that are teen-aged, but mostly we need 

smaller sizes.  If you can help out in this way, we are 

accepting shoes up to the packing date of June 9th.  

We do reserve the right to choose which shoes will go 

(we are limited somewhat by space).  Any shoes that 

we choose not to take will be donated to a goodwill 

organization. 

 

 

A Word to our Sponsors! 
 

Recently, you may have received an email with a 

picture of your sponsored child attached.  We want 

to let our sponsors know that we have a renewed 

commitment to communication between sponsors 

and their child as well as the sponsored child to the 

sponsor.  We have committed to 2 communications 

a year between sponsors and children.  We are 

currently researching and testing the best processes 

and practices to be sure that this commitment is 

being met.  We appreciate your patience as we 

work through how to best proceed with a plan that 

will provide consistent and quality communications 

between sponsors and children. 

 

Schools -- continued 

 

During their time, they visited kindergarten, second 

grade, and third grade classrooms.  John and Charity 

had the opportunity to view a morning opening, 

language arts centers, and math instruction in each 

setting.  They both commented on the amount of 

resources available to students and teachers.  The 

younger students especially enjoyed meeting Daniel. 

    

Both schools held school wide gatherings and got to 

hear about what life in Zambia is like for children 

their age.  John described the differences in school 

experiences that children have in Zambia.  He also 

shared pictures of houses, children eating their 

school lunch, and students in a classroom.  Following 

the question and answer sessions, Charity shared 

that, “Regardless of where children are from, they 

always ask questions about animals and food!”   

 

As a result of the visit, students have written letters 

to children at Haven of Hope, expressing the desire 

to become pen pals.  The teachers started to 

brainstorm ways to send resources and become 

more involved with the Banda's and their efforts.  

We are looking forward to the time that the Banda's 

will be able to visit our schools again in the future.      

 

On the Education Front 
David L. Lee, Penn State University 

 Education Team Leader 

 

Think back a few years (or more) when you were in school. 

Did you ever have a class where you just didn't get it?  That 

material was so far over your head that you became 

frustrated and gave up?  Conversely, did you ever have a class 

where everything was so easy that you found yourself 

nodding off?  Both situations are not exactly conducive to 

learning.  Part of good teaching (and effective learning) is 

finding that point where materials and instruction are at just 

the right level.  

Our students in at Haven of Hope face the same struggles. If 

our students are going to learn skills that will eventually help 

them make important contributions to their families, the local 

community of Ndola, and the nation of Zambia, we need to 

ensure they are receiving instruction at an appropriate level.  

The most efficient way to get students in the appropriate 

level is to use data to drive the instructional process.  

 

We are currently developing an assessment system for Haven 

of Hope that will address issues of levels of instruction.  

Teachers will be able to use the data from the assessments to 

find each individual student's instructional level for a given 

area (e.g., reading, math) and design instruction accordingly.  

Student progress will be monitored monthly, which also 

allows for changes in instruction as needed.  Partner teachers 

from the U.S. will provide support in data analysis and will 

provide suggestions for changes in programming based on 

data.  Perhaps the most exciting part from a sponsor point of 

view is that these data will provide a more objective measure 

of student learning. 
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The event was a huge success!  

Zambian food, fellowship & entertainment. 

met -- we raised over $12,000.00 

were sponsored by the night

helped to make this event a huge blessing to the Haven of 

Hope Ministry!

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 18 people who will be travelling to Zambia this June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training teachers, 

equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Haven of Hope students.  If you are interested in joining this team or meeting your sponsored child, please contact Marci 

Bidelspach at : (814) 238-5913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

Become a
 

You can become an advocate for a child in Zambia!  Help us find sponsors in your 

community!  Talk to your friends and neighbors, tell them about the Haven of Hope 

Ministry and let them know how easy it is to get involved.  For more information on 

how you can help, contact our Sponsorship Liaison, Marci Bidelspach at:  

marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814) 238

 

 

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

The event was a huge success!  We had a great night of 

Zambian food, fellowship & entertainment.  Our goals were 

we raised over $12,000.00 -- and 5 more children 

were sponsored by the night's end.  Thank you to all who 

helped to make this event a huge blessing to the Haven of 

Hope Ministry! 

Team Hope, June 2010 

people who will be travelling to Zambia this June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training teachers, 

equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  Another team is forming for early December 2010 to specifically deliver gifts to the 

pe students.  If you are interested in joining this team or meeting your sponsored child, please contact Marci 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     

Become a Child Advocate! 

You can become an advocate for a child in Zambia!  Help us find sponsors in your 

community!  Talk to your friends and neighbors, tell them about the Haven of Hope 

and let them know how easy it is to get involved.  For more information on 

how you can help, contact our Sponsorship Liaison, Marci Bidelspach at:  

marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814) 238-5913. 

Haven of Hope

 

We had a great night of 

Our goals were 

5 more children 

Thank you to all who 

helped to make this event a huge blessing to the Haven of 

people who will be travelling to Zambia this June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training teachers, 

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to specifically deliver gifts to the 

pe students.  If you are interested in joining this team or meeting your sponsored child, please contact Marci 

You can become an advocate for a child in Zambia!  Help us find sponsors in your 

community!  Talk to your friends and neighbors, tell them about the Haven of Hope 

and let them know how easy it is to get involved.  For more information on 
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