
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ndola, Zambia 

 Wow, I just finished reading the rest of this 

newsletter and I’m sure there isn’t anything I can 

write that will benefit you more than reading on.  

I have been part of the stories you will read 

about.  I have seen the life change taking place.  I 

have fallen in love with the children at Haven of 

Hope (HOH).  What God is doing at HOH 

overwhelms me and I’m thrilled that God has 

allowed us to be part of what He is doing.  I pray 

that as you read on God will tug your heart and 

that you will respond to the tug.  I can’t think of a 

better way to invest time and resources than into 

the lives of these precious children, transforming 

a community one life at a time.  Every dollar you 

invest at HOH changes a life and offers hope.  

Thanks for choosing to make a difference.   

The HOH mission statement reads as follows:  

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by 

strengthening the church, educating the next 

generation, and serving the community in the 

name of Jesus Christ.   

The stories you read in this newsletter 

demonstrate the commitment to fulfilling this 

mission.  So, please read on and pay attention to 

what God stirs in your heart.  Allow Him to change 

your world if that’s what He wants to do.  You 

won’t be sorry.  The next scheduled trip to Ndola 

is in June of 2010.    We will spend time with the 

children at the Haven of Hope schools, continue 

to train pastors and church leaders, continue the 

teacher training, serve the community through 

HIV/AIDS testing and education, repair roofs in 

the compound, hold babies at orphanages, pray 

for the sick in their homes and at the hospices... 

Will you join us? 
 

Because it Matters, 

Vince 

 

Haven of Hope 

A team of four traveled to Zambia March 12th to 

22
nd

, 2009.  They had a wonderful time visiting with 

the children and delivering to them the Christmas 

gifts prepared by the children’s sponsors.  Each 

sponsor prepared a gallon-size bag full of gifts for 

their sponsored child.  This was definitely the 

highlight of the trip for the children as you can see 

by the pictures how much they enjoyed their gifts.  

The team also delivered 6 boxes of Bibles, and all of 

the Usborn books that were earned through a Book 

Fair held in November.  One of the State College 

Christian Church high-schoolers, James Marvin, had 

the idea to collect shoes for the community of 

Ndola, Zambia.  He organized this collection and as 

a result the team was able to take two oversized 

duffle bags stuffed full of shoes along with them on 

the trip.   The students at Haven of Hope chose 

shoes from that collection and wore them proudly. 
(continued page 2) 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, and serving 
the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Be sure to check out the latest video for the Haven 

of Hope Schools on YouTube.  Search for “Haven of 

Hope Schools – Zambia.”  Enjoy trying to pick out 

your sponsored child as you listen to the music from 

a Zambian worship service!   

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sODYQGtPlmU 

March 2009 Trip 
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(Trip – continued from page 1) 
 

One of the primary reasons for this trip was to 

hold a 3 day teacher’s training for the Haven of 

Hope teachers and other teachers from the 

surrounding areas.  Dr. David Lee, who is a 

professor of Behavioral Sciences at Penn State and 

the Education Team Leader for the Haven of Hope 

schools led the training. 

As well as the teacher training, this trip focused on 

some hands-on learning as well.  Another team 

member, Ben Bidelspach, spent his time with the 

students building desks to be used in the new 

Haven of Hope II School opening in June.  This was 

an ambitious goal because all of the wood was 

rough-cut and no power tools were used.  Ben had 

a great time showing the boys how to hand-plane 

the lumber and they were all very proud to have 

accomplished building 7 desks for the new school 

by the end of the week. 

While the boys were building desks, another team 

member, Robin Regan was teaching the girls the 

art of beading as they spent some time making 

jewelry.  The girls had a great time choosing the 

beads and patterns they wanted to create.  Most 

of the jewelry came back to the States and was 

offered for sale.  Proceeds from the sale of those 

items will go toward the purchase of textbooks for 

the students at Haven of Hope.  The team was 

able to spend a lot of time with the children just 

playing and loving them.  They were able to visit 

some of the student’s homes in the compound 

and see where and how the children live.  The 

team was also able to fellowship with John and 

Charity Banda, to build them up and encourage 

them in the great work they are doing for God’s 

kingdom there.   

Kids with their gifts! 

Building desks 

Making Jewelry 

Shoes! 

Joseph’s house 

Joseph’s Kitchen area 

Teacher’s Corner 

 
We welcome Dorcas, our newest teacher to the Haven of Hope 

Schools.  We are very glad to have her and we’re sure she will 

be an excellent addition to Haven of Hope. 

 

My day begins at 0720.  When I get to class, the first thing 

I do is greet the children and gain their attention.  After 

greetings, I do the morning devotion with the children 

where we sing, pray and read the word of God from the 

Bible.  Thereafter, I start teaching the lessons according 

to my timetable.  When I’m teaching, some pupils make 

some noise which on occasion disturbs the lesson and 

affects the others.  I usually give a simple punishment.  

After teaching for about four periods, the children have a 

break.  After break, the lessons continue up to 1300 in 

good time for lunch.  As a staff member of the school, I do 

not only teach, but I cook and prepare breakfast and 

lunch for the children every day.  After classes and lunch, 

I start preparing my lesson plans for the next day.  I also 

have the time to go through the Penn State program 

which has really helped me in many ways.  My day ends 

by evaluating the work that I have done in a day and see 

if I have achieved my goal.  I would like to say thank you 

for the training that you have offered us.  Using this 

training, my pupils are able to understand at 90%.  May 

the good Lord continue blessing you forever and ever. 

 

Dorcas 
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Update from John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

Men and women in Zambia are being deceived.  

Many believe the lies of the witch doctors who 

claim that if men have sex with young virgins they 

will purge themselves of afflictions or curses.  

These people practice traditional African beliefs.  

Illiteracy is high, and AIDS is subject to stigma and 

superstition.  Today, old purging ceremonies 

practiced by the nomadic people of Africa are 

being routinely used as an HIV cure. 

I remember vividly a young 7 year-old girl from one 

of the schools we visited for our abstinence 

education program, tell us a story of how she was 

sexually and physically abused by her father.  I 

recall the tears as they rolled down on this young 

girl’s cheeks. “My own dad had sex with me 

despite my protests and after he finished sexually 

abusing me, he proceeded to get hot melting 

plastic and pour it on me.  I cried but there was no 

one to help me. He warned me not to tell anyone 

because something worse than the hot plastic was 

to happen to me if I did.”  

 

The forming of the Haven of Hope School is to help 

children like this young girl find hope and 

protection when it cannot be acquired from home.  

It is a place where hope in the Lord can be found.  

The body of Christ is making this place a true 

haven of hope for these children.     

The growth of this project has been enjoyable to 

watch. The school started with 15 children under 

sponsorship in 2006 and now we have 59 children 

under sponsorship representing over 280% growth 

by August of 2008.  As management of Haven of 

Hope School we are committed to the mission and 

commitments that we set for ourselves when we 

started this project.  We continue to provide two 

meals each day for these children, take care of 

their medical needs, education, counseling, clothes 

and most important the love of God.  I have visited 

a number of other schools who are dealing with 

orphans in our city and I am proud to say we are 

second to none.   

 

Most of the programs in our city can only afford to 

provide 1 meal each day for 3 days of the week; this 

is because they spend most of the income on 

administrative costs like salaries and wages for their 

teacher and other staff.  

We have watched with joy our children growing in 

stature and academically.  Those of you who have 

visited on a yearly basis will agree with me that 

there is significant change in the lives of these 

children.  They are happier and more fulfilled than 

they were 3 years ago. 

The Haven of Hope II School will soon be opened.  

We did secure a place and most of the furniture is 

all set.  We conducted a recruitment exercise for the 

orphan and vulnerable children.  The cooperation 

from the social welfare office was very little.  The 

office of social welfare is under-staffed and it was 

obvious that we were not going to meet our 

deadline.  I was able to come up with a new strategy 

of using the Residence Development Officers (RDC) 

and I also recruited some pastors to help me with 

this recruitment exercise.  We prayed that God will 

bring the right children that truly deserve the 

support.  Every morning before we launched out we 

gathered for prayer.   

The exercise lasted for a week and after a week we 

had the names and pictures of the children.  During 

the exercise we learned that one child had lost his 

father, making him a double orphan (Dominic).  We 

also found Peter battling with malaria.  He was not 

able to stand to take his picture, he was really weak. 

 (Continued page 5) 

Dominic and Peter 
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Dr. David L. Lee, Penn State University 

Education Team Leader, Haven of Hope Schools 

 

On my first trip to Zambia, a little over a year ago, I 

took a series of books to read during downtime. 

Much to my dismay, the intermittent power 

outages (more off than on) made it very difficult to 

read or write anything.  Our host, John Banda 

indicated that a major factor that contributes to 

the outages is a shortage of workers with 

knowledge to repair the aging power grid.  He went 

on to state that that many of the workers had died 

of AIDS and they just can’t be replaced as quickly as 

needed. In short, Zambia has an aging 

infrastructure with few trained people left to bring 

the country into the 21st century.  

This experience really impressed upon me the 

importance of education as a vehicle to help turn 

Zambia around.  Learning basic skills such as 

reading, writing and math, will set the table for 

learning more complex skills like repairing power 

grids.  To that end, part of the mission of Haven of 

Hope is to provide a quality Christian education to 

students in the Ndola area.  As a first step, this 

education starts with hiring and training excellent 

teachers.  

Based on our Five Year Plan, the Education Team is 

in the process of developing and implementing a 

training program that provides our teachers with 

research-based methods to instruct our children. 

The importance of training cannot be understated 

as most teachers in Zambia, particularly in the 

poorest areas, have little if any training.  As a 

result, the students who require the most skilled 

teachers are often taught by individuals who are 

woefully under-equipped for the task.  We need to 

break this cycle by elevating the skill level of our 

teachers, which will translate into higher levels of 

student learning. Admittedly, this is not a quick fix. 

It will take years.  However, providing quality 

educational opportunities will in time lead to 

positive changes in individual students, as well as 

Zambia as a nation.      
 

Educating the Next Generation 
 

Marci Bidelspach 

Communications Team Leader, Haven of Hope Schools 

 

My husband and I sponsor Boniface Mulenga and 

Aston Mulenga at the Haven of Hope School.  I can’t 

begin to tell you how sponsoring them has changed 

me.  I know it has changed them.  I have seen them 

changed from frail, sickly boys to strong, confident 

healthy young men.  I had the opportunity to meet 

them when I was part of a team that traveled there in 

July of 2008.  Meeting them was amazing and surreal.  

To finally touch, hug and squeeze a picture from my 

fridge made flesh was indescribable.  It lit something in 

my heart that I can never extinguish.  During my visit, I 

was informed that Aston had been skipping school.  He 

would only attend sporadically and when he was there, 

he was disinterested in learning.  John asked me to 

speak with him, to encourage him in some way.  I had 

no idea what to say to this boy – he couldn’t speak 

English very well – but I was willing to try.  I sat down 

with him and with John’s wife, Charity as my translator, 

I proceeded to tell him that I loved him very much and 

that I and my family pray for him everyday.  I also told 

him that God had great things planned for him, and 

that he wouldn’t know what those great things were if 

he wasn’t coming to school.  I was an emotional mess 

by the end of that talk and I had no idea if he even 

understood what I’d said.  At the end of the week, 

before we left, Aston approached me and he said to 

me in English: “I be here.”  My heart leapt that what I 

said had gotten through to him!   

Sponsorship and the Power of Words 
 

(Continued page 5) 
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(Update from John – continued from page 3) 
 

The Haven of Hope family is growing and it is 

wonderful to report to you that we have 30 more 

children joining our family.  “I tell you the truth” 

Jesus said to them, “no one who left home or wife 

or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the 

kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as 

much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal 

life.”  Luke 18:29-30     

After the recruitment exercise was over, we 

embarked on searching for teachers.  We printed 

some advertisements and 3 teachers responded to 

them. We were looking for Christian teachers with 

some training in teaching.   

All of the teachers that attended our interviews 

were Christians with some training in teaching and 

after talking to them we ended up with 2 teachers:  

Annie Chilesha and Esnart Chifwembe.  An 

orientation was conducted and they will soon be 

starting the Instructional Design and Delivery in 

Reading and Math training.  We also had two 

meeting with the caretakers to get to know them 

and also paid some visits to some selected homes. 

The last meeting we had with the caretakers was to 

ask them to give us time to find sponsors for the 

children before we could open the school.  We set 

15th of June 2009 as the date for another meeting 

so that we can update them of the happenings. 

Right now we are working the fence.  The fence will 

be made up of wood.  We are also painting the 

inside and fixing new doors as most of the doors 

were in bad shape. 

We are indebted to our sponsors and the churches 

in USA and Zambia for the spiritual, financial and 

material support rendered to us.  May the Good 

Lord cover you under His wings and bless you richly.  

Thank you very much! 

“We always thank God for all of you, mentioning 

you in our prayers.  We continually remember 

before our God and Father your work produced by 

faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” 

1 Thes.1:2-3. We love you dearly.  

 

 

Prayer Requests: 

 

1.  Pray for the children and their caretakers for 

     God’s saving grace. 

2.  Pray for the teachers that they will be knit  

     together with the children in love. 

3.  Pray for the community that they be supportive. 

4.  Pray for my family that God gives us the  

     strength and health. 

 

John, Charity and Daniel Banda 

(Sponsorship – continued from page 4) 

 

It wasn’t until my husband traveled over with the 

March team that we really realized the impact 

those words had on him.  John informed my 

husband that Aston had not missed 1 day of 

school since our “chat” and that he has become a 

diligent student.  Sponsorship does make a 

difference in the lives of these children!  Please 

consider the difference your $30 a month could 

make in the life of one of these children. 

Boniface & Aston 

building desks 
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Haven of Hope II 
June 15th is the opening day of our newest Haven of Hope 

Primary school.  There is room to provide 2 meals each day, a 

Christian education, clothing, shoes, blankets, and meet the 

medical needs for 60 children.  30 of those profiles are 

available for sponsorship right now.  If you are interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for sponsorship 

information. 

Financial Needs 
If you would like to give a one-time gift to benefit the Haven of 

Hope School, the following are our financial priorities for 2009: 

1.  $1915.88 for textbooks.  Through your generosity we have 

collected $761.12 for textbooks to date.  Our current students 

are without textbooks. We still need to purchase 20 textbooks 

per grade, grades 1-7. 

2.  $10,400.00 for John Banda’s Salary.  Our hope as we 

continue to develop relationships with other churches is that 

they will partner with us in securing John’s salary.  Any 

additional funds we collect this year will be used to offset the 

current $10,400.00 shortfall in John’s salary. 

 

Future Happenings 
 

State College Christian ChurchState College Christian ChurchState College Christian ChurchState College Christian Church        

1107 Williams Street 

State College, PA  16801   

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:    

814-238-5913 

EEEE----Mail:Mail:Mail:Mail:    

info@scccweb.com 

Web:Web:Web:Web:    
www.scccweb.com 

Your sponsorship is making a difference 

in the lives of the children of Zambia.  

There are currently 30 children in need 

of sponsorship.  You can view the 

pictures of these deserving children in 

the gallery section of the SCCC website 

at: www.scccweb.com. 

State College Christian Church 

1107 Williams Street 
State College, PA  16801 


