
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Haven of Hope 1 

John Banda 2 

Sponsor News 3 

Teacher’s corner 4 

June 2010 Trip 4 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 4 

February  2010  

Volume 2,  Is sue 1

Vince Smith 

Chairman, Haven of Hope Ministries 

 

Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 

 

 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 
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In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope.  

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

them grow in Christ and to 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

e cooking, sweeping, and 

Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 

 

 



 

Page 4 

 

  

  

Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 
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asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

them grow in Christ and to 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

are willing to learn and they 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 



 

Page 3 Haven of Hope

Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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with orphans. My aim for the children at church 
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last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 
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making friends, having fun and lastly doing 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 



 

Page 3 Haven of Hope

Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 



 

Page 3 Haven of Hope

Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 

 

 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 
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asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 
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last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 
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like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 
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making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

e cooking, sweeping, and 

Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 



 

Page 3 Haven of Hope

Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 

 

 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 
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In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

them grow in Christ and to 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

e cooking, sweeping, and 

Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 



 

Page 2 Haven of Hope

From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     



 

Page 5 Haven of Hope

 

 

 

State College Christian Church 

1107 William Street 
State College, PA  16801 

 

State College Christian ChurchState College Christian ChurchState College Christian ChurchState College Christian Church        

1107 William Street 

State College, PA  16801   

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:    

814-238-5913 

EEEE----Mail:Mail:Mail:Mail:    

info@scccweb.com 

Web:Web:Web:Web:    

www.scccweb.com 

coming soon:  
www.havenofhopezambia.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 

 

 



 

Page 4 

 

  

  

Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope.  
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with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

them grow in Christ and to 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 

 

 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

ucation in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister). 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope.  

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

them grow in Christ and to 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

e cooking, sweeping, and 

Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 



 

Page 2 Haven of Hope

From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 

 

 



 

Page 4 

 

  

  

Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 
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last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 
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making friends, having fun and lastly doing 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 
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middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac

Haven of Hope

 

Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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Ndola, Zambia 

 In December my wife and I had the privilege of delivering 

89 gifts to the children who are now a part of the Haven of 

Hope Schools.  What an incredible blessing, both to share 

this experience with my wife and to watch the joy on the 

faces of the children.  The trip was a reminder once again 

of the importance of the sponsorship program.  Last 

March I had the privilege of meeting a handful of children 

who were newly sponsored at Haven of Hope #1 (HOH#1).  

A few of those children entered the program with orange 

hair (a sign of malnutrition) and frail bodies.  What a 

blessing to see them again 8 months later with beautiful 

black hair, strong bodies, and huge smiles.  There is an 

obvious physical change because of the meals a 

sponsorship provides.  A healthy child leads to better 

performance in school and more HOPE for the tomorrows 

of the people of Zambia. 

One of the greatest joys of our trip was the visit to Haven 

of Hope #2 (HOH#2) which opened its doors in June of 

2009.  It was satisfying to see the results of the sacrifice so 

many people are making.   The desks that were made by 

the boys at HOH#1 during our March 2009 trip are being 

well used by this new first grade class.  The teacher, 

Esnart, who you’ll read more about in this newsletter, has 

a glowing love for teaching and the children.  HOH is 

blessed to have her as part of the team. 

As the children at both schools opened the gifts from their 

sponsors, tears came to my eyes.  In fact it’s hard to hold 

them back now as I recall the joy of those days.  The 

children know they have sponsors who care.  I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to share this day with the children and 

pray that one day many more sponsors will take 

advantage of the same opportunity. 

 

Here are a few words from my wife about the time we 

spent at HOH #2: 

 

We visited the new school filled with vulnerable children.   

None of these hungry children have ever been in a school 

setting before.  Most were eager to learn while others just 

seemed to sit and absorb the new surroundings.  The 

teacher could identify with her students’ long walk to 

school and their meager clothes.  The students were in the 

Haven of Hope 

middle of a math lesson when we arrived.  They had little  

rocks on their desks to help count along with tablets and 

stubs of pencils.  They were learning to add and write 

numbers.  After a little while, the children warmed up to us 

and we played games in the afternoon sun.  It was a good 

day loving these children.   As we walked some of the young 

children home, one little girl was so excited to share her 

home and life with us that she dragged us by the hand all the 

way past the prostitute huts, “barber shops,” food stands, 

and bars to her home that she shares with her Grandma and 

10 other children.  I couldn't help but think of the kind of 

things this child is exposed to every day during her walk to 

school.  My own little girls have never had to experience 

what she has endured already in her young life.  Despite the 

dirty clothes and lack of resources, this child carries a smile 

on her face.   As we go to leave, she waves goodbye as if we'll 

see her tomorrow.  Haven of Hope has opened a whole new 

world to her.  Her little hand that held mine has imprinted 

my heart.  

 

Friends, your sponsorship, your support of Haven of Schools 

is making a difference.  Thank you for giving! 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

� Check out our new website!  It has been slower than 

we'd like coming about, but will be up and running in 

the next few weeks! 

www.havenofhopezambia.org 
 

� March 2010 -- John and Charity Banda will be traveling 

to the US to spend some time talking about Haven of 

Hope Ministries.  Join us for "A Taste of Zambia" -- 

more details on page 4 

 
� Hope Team 2010 -- We're headed to Zambia this 

summer!  See page 4! 



 

Page 2 Haven of Hope

From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
 

We at Haven of Hope Zambia would like to send our 

warm and tender greetings to you, our beloved 

friends, partners, and sponsors.  The work that you 

continue to bless with your efforts is growing.  The 

year 2009 was a good one and we experienced a lot 

of success in our programs.  We want to sincerely 

thank the Lord and you for these great 

accomplishments. 

 

• Our medical program continues to be a great 

success as students get their preventive and 

curative treatment.  This has resulted in 

fewer sicknesses among students.  Before the 

program we used to encounter a lot of 

absenteeism due to illness.  School 

attendance has improved as a result of this 

program.  The doctor and his team visit the 

children once every three months. 

 

• Our Feeding program is another successful 

story at Haven of Hope Schools.  The children 

that we recruit are malnourished and after 

introducing the feeding program to them, we 

have noticed a change in their appearance.  

Their skin texture improves, illnesses are 

controlled and they become active in class.  If 

you notice Mable (pictures right) has visibly 

benefitted from the Feeding program.  In 

March her hair was orange and her belly 

distended from malnutrition.  She has visibly 

grown in the 9 months between the two 

photos. 

 

• The J.U.I.C.E. Cup, which is our sport 

program, was launched in 2009 and saw 16 

community schools participate.  The most 

interesting thing is that even girls teams 

participated in this event.  Though our school 

did not win the trophy, we were privileged to 

host the event.  This is one way in which we 

are giving back to the community.  The 

winners of the trophy walked away with $200 

as prize money.  

 

• Clothing program has helped the children to 

have clothes in their wardrobe; they have 

received shoes and bedding.  During the 

cold season they don’t have to worry about 

the cold nights.  

As we prepare to come over to USA we are very 

excited to be among brothers and sisters in the 

Lord. We did not have problems with our visas and 

we are thankful to you for your prayers, and to the 

Lord for answering our prayers. 

 

The other thing that I want you to know is that our 

system here is very slow.  We move at a turtle’s 

pace and it is very frustrating for those of us who 

are task-oriented.  There is a saying here that says 

“blessed are the patient for they will not break.”  

As you plan to come over to Zambia you will need 

to put this at the back of your mind. 

 

Mable 

in 

March 

2009 

Mable in December 2009 
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Sponsorship for a Haven of 

Hope Child 
 

Zambia is full of children waiting to go to school.  They 

are real children who want an education, but have 

been orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.  

Because of this, they often live with a sibling or other 

relative that cannot afford to pay for their schooling.   

 

Sponsorship provides a means for them to do 

something they could only dream of otherwise -- go to 

school.   

 

In addition to a Christian education, these children are 

also fed 2 meals each day, given shoes, clothing, and 

blankets, see a doctor on a regular basis and are given 

hope for a bright future.  

 

 If you or someone you know is interested in 

sponsoring a child, please visit our website for photos 

of all the available children at www.scccweb.com in 

the gallery section.   

 

There is room for 90 more students in the Haven of 

Hope program.  Sponsors pay  $30/month by 

convenient automatic withdraw from a checking 

account, or in a yearly lump-sum payment of $360.00.  

Please consider the miracle your $30 each month could 

provide for one of these children. 

 

A Note for Current Sponsors 
 

If you currently sponsor a Haven of Hope student, we 

will be emailing an updated photo of your child in a few 

weeks!  We have some updated pictures that were 

taken during the last team trip in December.  We'll get 

them out to you as soon as possible.  We will try to 

make sure that each sponsor receives an updated 

photo each fall.  We will also let you know when the 

gallery is set up on the new website so you can go 

there to see more pictures of the kids, the school and 

their events! 

 

Some of you received a profile of a new student with a 

letter explaining that your sponsored child had been 

replaced with another.  It does occur sometimes that a  

student's caregiver decides to move away.  When this 

happens the student can no longer attend the Haven of 

Hope School due to distance or other factors.  

Occasionally and regrettably, it so happens that a 

caregiver does not see the benefit for the child to 

attend school at all.  If a child has poor or no 

attendance for this reason, they will be replaced.   

 

We want every child who begins their education at the 

Haven of Hope Schools to realize success by seeing 

their education through to completion, but that is not 

always possible.  These situations will be dealt with at 

the Director's prayerful discretion on a case-by-case 

basis.  If you ever have questions about the 

sponsorship program, please contact Marci Bidelspach 

at  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814.238.5913) 
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Teacher's Corner 
 
Esnart Chifwembe 

Haven of Hope School #2, Luanshya 

 

My name is Esnart Chifwembe. I was born on the 

24
th

 of February 1983. I am the third born in our 

family. I was brought up in Christian family. I 

started my primary education in 1991 and 

completed my secondary education in 2003. I was 

brought up by my aunt (daddy’s young sister).

 

In the year 2005, I started doing early childhood 

education but did not have the opportunity to 

complete the course due to finances. Though I 

did not finish my training I never lost hope

 

In 2006 I joined the group of Sunday school 

teachers at my church. Through my teaching at 

church my love for children grew stronger and I 

asked God to give me the opportunity to work 

with orphans. My aim for the children at church 

and school is to help them grow in Christ and to 

train them. 

 

I was blessed when I joined Haven of Hope School 

last year. It has been a challenge to me and I 

thank God Almighty for this because it was my 

prayer. I like my class and the school itself. The 

children that I teach are willing to learn and they 

like learning new things. Actually it is a blessing to 

work with children. I also want them to imitate 

Christ. 

 

Things that I like most are: Playing with children, 

making friends, having fun and lastly doing 

household work like cooking, sweeping, and 

washing. 
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Haven of Hope
"A Taste of Zambia"

Fundraising Event
 

Please join us Saturday, March 27th

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this

6:00pm, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambi

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please ma

calendars and plan to attend!

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.

 

What:  Haven of Hope Fundraising Event

When:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 

Where:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School,

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801

 

Our specific goals for this event are:

-- $7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

salary. 

-- $650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Ins

needs.  (One-time need) 

-- $1,090.00 for the minimum balance necessary

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

opportunities. 

-- 90 New Sponsorships for 2010.

 

Team Hope, June 2010
 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at 

238-5913 or marci.bidelspac
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Haven of Hope 
"A Taste of Zambia" 

Fundraising Event 

Saturday, March 27th for the first Haven of Hope 

Fundraising event!  The event will be held at the Easterly 

Parkway Elementary School at 234 Easterly Parkway in State 

College, PA.  John Banda, along with his wife, Charity and son, 

Daniel will join us here in the U.S. for this evening.  Beginning at 

, there will be an opportunity to visit with the Banda's, 

pictures, videos, a silent auction, an opportunity for sponsors of 

current Haven of Hope students to record a video message to 

their sponsored child, a "taste" of Zambia's traditional staple 

meal:  Nshima & relish as well as some authentic Zambian 

music.  We will conclude the evening with some words from 

John and a dessert buffet.  There will be crafts and activities for 

the children so bring the whole family!  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend!  Invitations will be mailed soon or 

you can RSVP to the church office by calling (814) 238-5913 or 

emailing marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com. 

Haven of Hope Fundraising Event 

:  Saturday, March 27th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

:  Easterly Parkway Elementary School, 

234 Easterly Parkway, State College, PA  16801 

Our specific goals for this event are: 

$7,000.00 in ongoing support per year for John Banda's 

$650.00 to cover John & Charity's healthcare Insurance 

for the minimum balance necessary to open a 

new Haven of Hope Bank account in Zambia.  The new 

account will make banking easier and provide more 

90 New Sponsorships for 2010. 

Team Hope, June 2010 

There are 17 people who will be travelling to Zambia this 

June.  They will continue to fulfill our mission of training 

teachers, equipping pastors and HIV/AIDS education.  

Another team is forming for early December 2010 to 

specifically deliver gifts to the Haven of Hope students.  If 

you are interested in joining this team or meeting your 

sponsored child, please contact Marci Bidelspach at : (814) 

913 or marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com.                     
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