
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ndola, Zambia 

 

“Learn to do good.  Seek justice.  Help the oppressed.  Defend the 

cause of orphans.  Fight for the rights of widows.”  Isaiah 

1:17(NLT)  

 

It was a pleasure leading a team of 18 people to 

Zambia earlier this summer.  I love watching what God 

does in each of our hearts as we step out, “Learn to do 

good, help the oppressed, defend the cause of 

orphans, and fight for the rights of widows…”  In this 

newsletter you’ll hear from several of the team 

members about their trip, what they experienced and 

how it changed them.  I pray their stories stir in you a 

desire to join us on a future trip. 

 

Here are few things the team accomplished: 

 

• Quality time with the children at Haven of Hope 

• Teacher training for the Haven of Hope 

teachers and other teachers in the community 

• Pastor training 

• A bookshelf was built for the school library 

• An official library was established for the 

schools and pastors 

• Celebrated everybody’s birthday with a party 

for the children at both Haven of Hope schools.  

They received their new Haven of Hope polo 

shirts, shoes, and had a special birthday meal 

• Several sponsors were able to meet and spend 

time with the children they sponsor 

• and so much more! 

 

In early December we will be making another trip to 

Haven of Hope to deliver Christmas gifts to the 

children.   You can join us and quite possibly make it 

Haven of Hope 

the best Christmas you’ve ever had.  Let us know if you 

can and would like to join us! 

Thank you for continuing to support the cause of the 

fatherless children.  The letters, pictures, and resources 

you send are saving lives both physically and spiritually. 

  

“Once our eyes are opened we can’t pretend we don’t know what 

to do.  God who weighs our hearts and keeps our souls knows that 

we know and holds us responsible to act.”  Proverbs 24:12 
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Transforming lives in Ndola, Zambia by strengthening the church, educating the next generation, 
and serving the community in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Worth Noting: 

 
� Check out our website!  

 www.havenofhopezambia.org 
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From John Banda 
John Banda, Director 

Haven of Hope Schools 
  

Repairing the roof on Steven's home  

 Steven is an AIDS orphan who attends our school.  Before his 

parents died he used to live a comfortable life in Lusaka, the 

capital city of Zambia. Steven, like many of the children in our 

nation who have lost their parents to AIDS, has been taken into 

his expanded family system and now lives with his aunt and 

uncle in Ndola.  Others, not as fortunate as Steven, end up on 

the street. His comfortable life was over and he had to adjust to 

tough living conditions as can be seen in this picture of his 

home.  During the rainy season the roof on the house cannot 

block rains from leaking through the holes of the roof.  We 

learned that when it rains in the night the members of this 

house will have to stand between drips to keep from getting 

wet.  They wait until the rains subside to get some sleep.  This 

greatly affected Steven’s performance in school.  His 

attendance dropped due to the leaking roof and lack of sleep.   

It is against this background that we embarked on helping 

Steven’s roof.  Before embarking on this noble task, however, 

Steven lost his uncle.  It has been tragedy after tragedy for this 

young boy.  His aunt is now heading this household.  There  are 

seven people who live in this house.  The aunt crushes  stones 

for a living and sells the product to builders.  

We bought new roofing sheets, nails,  cement and hired a man 

to work on the roof. The work has already started and the roof 

will soon be completed.  

                        

 

Deaths due to HIV/AIDS are quite high in our Country.  HIV rate 

is now at 16% from 20%. This is what is the government 

ministry of health says but other stakeholders think it is still 

higher than 16%. This year I visited the United States and had 

the privilege of passing by cemeteries.  You could tell by the 

quietness of these graveyards that the number of people dying 

in that great country is few. We have the opposite situation in 

our country. Hardly a day passes by without the grave having 

someone to swallow.  If you visited a graveyard in our country 

you would discover that not less than ten will be buried in just 

one grave.  We have about 4 graveyards if not more in our city. 

We are left with a lot of child-headed households in our

country.        

The Day of the African Child 

Haven of Hope joined the rest of Africa in celebrating the Day 

of the African Child whose theme was: “Planning and 

 

budgeting for the well being of a child: a collective 

responsibility.” We interpreted the theme planning and 

budgeting for fun of the Children that we minister to.  We 

want them to feel loved and valued.  We are not just talking 

the theme but walking it.  One of our staff represented us in 

Kitwe and reported: “Haven of Hope School joined the 

hundreds of school-going children in celebrating this day.

The Copperbelt provincial minister Mwansa Mbulakulima was 

the guest of honour and Tamara Zulu (11 years old) from the 

Kitwe basic School was the children’s representative.  Tamara 

Zulu urged the government to effectively plan and budget for 

every child.  She said every child has right to education, clean 

water, shelter, health, food and the right to rest and play.

She said that education is the future for every nation.  She 

urged the government to build more schools and train more 

teachers.  Tamara wants to see a better Zambia.  The current 

situation in schools leaves much to be desired.  We have one 

teacher attending to 70-120 students in a day. This is 

overloading the teachers’ capacities.  Truly to Tamara’s views 

there is a deficit in the number of teachers in this country and 

something needs to be done if we are to improve our 

academic performance in the nation.     

                                                    

Child to Child Evangelism 

Our children evangelist team attended the international 

Trade Fair in Ndola, Zambia on July 3
rd

, 2010.  The trade fair 

was attended by over 500,000 fair-goers. The team took 

advantage of the situation and presented Jesus Christ to the 

children in the fairgrounds who came to have fun. A lot of 

activities were planned during this 6 day event.  

There was a long queue and it took the kids over an hour to 

get inside. But patience on the queue paid off as they 

reached out to 73 children.  48 of those children gave their 

lives to Jesus Christ. Each child reached an average 10 

children. The Lord said “Let the children come.” The 

evangelist team is  comprised of ten of our older boy and girl 

students. 

The team used a wordless booklet. The booklet has coloured 

pages each colour has a different meaning.  Green stand for 

the period before the fall, Black stands for sins we have 

committed, Red stand for the bloodshed for our sins, White 

for purification, Blue for baptism and Gold for our heavenly 

home. 

After the successful mission the kids had time to have fun. 

They interacted with other children and during lunch they 

shared their lunch with 5 other children who had none. The 

children have now learned the importance of sharing. They 

also provided transport for 3 children who were lost in the 

crowd.                                                                         continued, page 3 

 

Steven’s home 

Our boys and girls 

displaying their banner 

during the Day of the 

African child.  

 

Steven 
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Meeting Majorie 
Amber Devlin, June 2010 Hope Team member 

 
On our trip to Zambia this past June, I had many experiences that I 

will cherish for the rest of my life.  There were many great aspects, 

all from playing ‘futbol’ (soccer) with the kids at the schools, 

walking the streets of London, seeing God’s creation at 

Chaminuka, and singing with the children.  But my favorite 

experience was meeting my little girl I sponsor, Majorie.   

Before leaving for Zambia, I was looking forward to meeting 

Majorie the most out of everything we were going to experience 

on the trip.  I was so excited because I felt as though I was 

connected to her, and that I was a part of her life, and that I could 

help her.  But when we visited her school, Haven of Hope #2 on 

Friday, I was sad to find out that she was not there.  When I asked 

the teacher about her, she said that she was sick.  I really didn’t 

think much of it, being that kids in the U.S. get sick all the time and 

they’re back to school the next day.  But later that afternoon, I was 

told that Majorie was sick with malaria.  

The next couple days were frustrating, because communication in 

Zambia isn’t great.  I wasn’t told if Majorie was getting medication, 

or how she was doing.  I just spent the time praying that God 

would keep her safe, to heal her, and that I would be able to meet 

her before leaving for home.  My prayers were answered on 

Monday when we went back to the school.  Majorie was there and 

looked well, and I was able to play and sit with her.  Then, we were 

able to go to her house and meet her family.  Her grandmother 

was the only one home, but she told me that Majorie wasn’t sick 

with malaria anymore!  This really blessed me, and made me feel 

so much better to know that she wasn’t sick anymore.  
                       

John Banda, continued from page 2 

 

Giving back to the community 

 We had more shoes than we required and every child 

received a pair of beautiful shoes.  There was so much joy as 

the kids tried their new shoes.  We had two suitcases full of 

shoes that we donated to St. Antony Children’s Village run by 

the Catholics.  The village has  children born with HIV, cerebral 

palsy, mental illnesses, and children who have been 

abandoned.   It is always exciting to be involved in giving to 

the community.  This is why we are teaching the children the 

importance of giving.  We also donated food stuff and 

disinfectants to the children’s village.  We are thankful for 

what God is doing in our midst. 

 

 
 

J.U.I.C.E. CUP  

This year the Soccer tournament, code named the J.U.I.C.E. 

CUP (Join Us In Child Excitement), received 20 teams that had 

registered to participate in the tournament. We had 16 male 

teams and 4 female teams participate.  Last year we had 10 

male teams and 6 female teams participate in the 

tournament.  We were excited to have more teams participte 

this year.  The winners were from Twapia Community School. 

Twapia walked out with a trophy and $100 while the second 

prize was $60 and it went to Ulalo Community while the third 

was $40 and it went to St. Charles Community.  

The teachers from each school received the prize money.  We 

asked them to put the money, though not much, to good use. 

It is the vision of Haven of Hope to invest in other schools that 

are struggling to make ends meet as well. 

   

 

 

 

 

I invite you to praise our God for the value that was added to 

the school during the visit from our friends from the USA. 

Sponsors met their children and the joy between the sponsor 

and the child were evident during this visit.  One child asked 

her teacher if her sponsor had come and when she was told 

that her sponsor did not come she burst into tears. 

 

donating shoes to the St. 

Antony Children’s Village 

JUICE CUP winners Haven of Hope School team (Host) 

pauses for a picture. They lost in 

the first round. 

 

We praise God for the Library, books, shoes, teaching aids, 

pastors’ materials 

Prayer Requests: 

• We need to pray for wisdom as we minister to these 

precious souls that the Lord has entrusted in our hands.  

Recently Mary, Dick and Chris Manda were left homeless 

when their mother decided to marry a man who was not 

interested in her kids.  She has since left the children to 

fend for themselves.  They need our prayers and wisdom 

to deal with this development. 

 

• Pray for the local authorities to honour the request by 

the Town Clerk to look for land for us.  

 

• Pray for a new building that will cater to lower school 

and middle school. 

• Pray for a teacher (as we seek to employ one) that will 

have the heart and passion to work with the orphaned 

children. 

 

• Pray for the souls that were harvested during the 

international trade fair. 
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Meeting Majorie, continued from page 3 

 

A few minutes after we returned to the school, I was called 

back into the office because I was told someone wanted to 

meet me.  When I walked into the office, Majorie’s mother was 

standing in there and she gave me a big hug.  She had been 

attending a funeral when we visited her house, but she said 

that she had to come to see the girl who helped her little girl to 

go to school.  The whole experience of this put me over the top 

and it was truly amazing.  I was able to leave Ndola with 

contentment and peace of mind, just knowing that Majorie was 

well, that she had good support at home from her mother and 

grandmother, and that they would do everything in their 

power to keep her safe, and to keep her in school. 

The experience of being able to meet my sponsored child, as 

well as all the other amazing events that took place in Zambia 

on our trip, was truly a blessing.  And I pray that one day I can 

return and see God’s work first hand from that trip as well. 

 

On the Education Front 
Beth Smith, June 2010 Hope Team Member 

First Grade Teacher, Nittany Christian School 

 

The anticipation of seeing the Haven of Hope 

children helps the long traveling hours.  When we 

finally arrive at the school with the children racing out 

to meet us, it is an exhilarating experience that can't 

really be described except to say: "you need to see it 

and FEEL it for yourself." 

 
 People ask, "How was your trip?"  That is one of the 

most difficult questions to answer.  There is so much 

to describe.  On this particular trip I was able to share 

my love of teaching with another educator on the 

team.  It was fun to watch him take in this new and 

very different school experience.  We worked 

together for several days being teachers and 

encouraging the Haven of Hope  teachers -- sharing 

with them some teaching ideas and techniques that 

we thought would be helpful to them.  We played 

many math "games" with them to model that learning 

can be fun and interactive.  We were able to leave 

many resources for our schools thanks to the 

generosity of teachers and educators  in State 

College, PA.  In Zambia, much of their teaching style is 

"talk and chalk."   The teacher stands at the board 

and instructs, and is the only one doing the 

talking.  My teammate, Scott, shared with them that 

the person doing the talking is the person doing the 

learning.  This was a new idea for the teachers.  We 

also spent some time modeling reading and writing 

lessons.   The teachers practiced this new 

teaching idea in their lessons: I do (the teacher 

models the concept), We do (the teacher and the 

students practice the concept as a group), then You 

do (the students independently practice the 

concept).  The teachers at the Haven of Hope schools 

have a model-able and teachable spirit.  They want to 

learn which makes them great educators!   The best 

part of spending time with the teachers was hearing 

their passion for teaching and their love and care for 

the children.  That's what is most important.  We can 

help them with being resourceful with the resources 

around them or encourage them to make the 

classroom environment inviting, but we can't tell a 

teacher to have love for kids.  That is a teacher's 

heart.  
Words could only go so far in trying to describe to 

Scott and others what it was like to experience 

Zambia.   As I watched Scott interact with the Haven 

of Hope teachers, I realized words were not enough.  

To truly get it, he -- and others -- needed to 

experience it for themselves! 

 

Amber with 

Majorie 

Team visiting a public school 
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A Purpose in Books 
Sue Kellerman, June 2010 Hope Team Member 

 

 
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 

send?  And who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send 

Me!’” - Isaiah 6:8 

 

It only took a second to confirm that I should go to 

Ndola, Zambia in June.   I knew instantly it was 

what God wanted me to do.   Several days before I 

got the phone call invitation, I had prayed asking 

God to use me in a new way.   It was not until the 

first organizational meeting did I know why I was 

called to go.   That night at the meeting Pastor 

Smith shared with me that they had been hoping to 

set up libraries at both schools at Haven of Hope I 

and II.   I was shocked - the Lord wanted me to go 

set up libraries!    

I am a librarian by profession.   While not a 

children's librarian I have had the privilege of 

working with experienced and gifted colleagues for 

years, many of whom worked in public libraries or 

who specialized in providing library services to 

school teachers.   While attending a world library 

conference in South Africa in 2007 I was fascinated 

by the "books in a trunk" program that shipped 

books to the most desolate areas of the African 

continent.   Then when traveling home by plane 

from the same conference I sat beside a rural 

outreach librarian from Australia.   She shared story 

after story with me of the lack of resources and 

books she discovered while she traveled in Africa 

and knew to be true in the outback regions of her 

own county.  Up until this point I had never really 

thought about how few resources other countries 

might have.  It was also while I was in Durban South 

Africa at their tiny public library that I picked up 

and read for the first time the book "A is for 

Africa."  Little did I know that all I experienced on 

that trip was for yet another purpose. 

 
“Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in 

your power to act.” - Proverbs 3:27   

 

 

The months leading up to the June departure date to 

Ndola were filled with what I can only explain as Divine 

appointments.   Colleagues, friends and even strangers 

willingly donated children's books, maps, teaching 

supplies and even beanie babies when I told them that I 

was soon leaving for a mission trip to Zambia.  In the 

end over 200 books, nearly 100 beanie babies and an 

untold number of teaching supplies were packed for the 

trip.   

There are many God moments and stories that I could 

share from the trip.  God definitely had the Haven of 

Hope Team in the palm of His hand the entire trip.  

Reading libraries were established at both Haven of 

Hope schools.  Supplies, maps and other resources were 

left for the teachers to use.  And, I had the privilege of 

reading "A is for Africa" to many of the students.  For 

many students this was the first time that they had 

books read to them, had seen a "pop-up" book or held a 

book in their hand.  My experience in Zambia was 

deeply moving and extremely rewarding.  What a joy it 

was to help people change their circumstances and to 

give them hope.    

 
“For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be 

the glory forever! Amen.” - Romans 11:36 

 

 

Zambia Trip -- December 2010 
 

We are currently planning a trip in early December to deliver 

Christmas gifts to the children at the Haven of Hope Schools.  

This is such a special time to spend with the children as they 

receive gifts from their sponsors.  If you would like to be a part of 

this trip and have the opportunity to meet the child you sponsor, 

please contact Marci Bidelspach at:  

marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com or (814)238-5913. 

 

The new bookshelf and library books Sue & Laura organizing the books 
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Become a Child 
 

You can become an advocate for a child in Zambia!  Help us find sponsors 

in your community!  Talk to your friends and neighbors, tell them about 

the Haven of Hope Ministry and let them know how easy it is to get 

involved.  For more information on how you can help, contact our 

Sponsorship Liaison, Marci Bidelspach at:  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com 

or (814) 238-5913. 

 

Here is a list of the financial needs that Haven of Hope is currently facing:

 

1.  We are always receiving profiles of children needing a 

children waiting to start school 

 

2.  We are still seeking families or individuals willing to partner with us to provide a stable and 

dependable salary for John Banda and his family.  Would you partner with us by committing to a 

monthly gift? 

 

3.  We are beginning to explore properties in Zambia that would become the Haven of Hope School 

campus.  More details to come!

 

November 7, 2010 is Orphan Sunday.  This is a great time

world, not just in Zambia.  Find a local Orphan Sunday event to attend by visiting the 

Orphans website at: www.orphansunday.org

currently being planned in State College.  You can learn more by visiting our 

www.havenofhopezambia.org or our Facebook page (Haven of Hope Zambia) under events. 

 

 

 

 

Become a Child Advocate! 

You can become an advocate for a child in Zambia!  Help us find sponsors 

in your community!  Talk to your friends and neighbors, tell them about 

the Haven of Hope Ministry and let them know how easy it is to get 

n how you can help, contact our 

Sponsorship Liaison, Marci Bidelspach at:  marci.bidelspach@scccweb.com 

Financial Needs 

Here is a list of the financial needs that Haven of Hope is currently facing:

receiving profiles of children needing a sponsor.  Currently we have profiles of 3 

children waiting to start school -- all they need is a sponsor! 

2.  We are still seeking families or individuals willing to partner with us to provide a stable and 

le salary for John Banda and his family.  Would you partner with us by committing to a 

3.  We are beginning to explore properties in Zambia that would become the Haven of Hope School 

campus.  More details to come! 

Orphan Sunday 

November 7, 2010 is Orphan Sunday.  This is a great time to learn about the plight of orphans around the 

world, not just in Zambia.  Find a local Orphan Sunday event to attend by visiting the 

www.orphansunday.org.  You can also attend the State College City Church even

currently being planned in State College.  You can learn more by visiting our website 

or our Facebook page (Haven of Hope Zambia) under events. 

Haven of Hope

 

Here is a list of the financial needs that Haven of Hope is currently facing: 

sponsor.  Currently we have profiles of 3 

2.  We are still seeking families or individuals willing to partner with us to provide a stable and 

le salary for John Banda and his family.  Would you partner with us by committing to a 

3.  We are beginning to explore properties in Zambia that would become the Haven of Hope School 

to learn about the plight of orphans around the 

world, not just in Zambia.  Find a local Orphan Sunday event to attend by visiting the Christian Alliance for 

You can also attend the State College City Church event that is 

website at 

or our Facebook page (Haven of Hope Zambia) under events.  
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Michael Regan with the boys 

Hmm...is this the right underground stop?? 

Smith Family with Kelvin, their sponsored child 

Randy sorting shoes 

 

Julie with her sponsored child, Matthews Scott & Becky with their sponsored child, Maria

 Pat in the compound Amber at the children's hospice

Julie Mortimore 

Kayla Schnarrs Emily reading to the students

Haven of Hope

Scott & Becky with their sponsored child, Maria 

Amber at the children's hospice 

Katie at the children's hospice 

Emily reading to the students 
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Haven Of Hope Ministries 

1107 William Street 
State College, PA  16801 

 

Haven of Hope MinistriesHaven of Hope MinistriesHaven of Hope MinistriesHaven of Hope Ministries    
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State College, PA  16801   

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:    

814-238-5913 

EEEE----Mail:Mail:Mail:Mail:    

info@scccweb.com 

Web:Web:Web:Web:    
www.havenofhopezambia.org 


